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Let ſuch teach others who themſelves excel, 
And cenſure freely who have written well. 
Authors are partial to their wit, tis true— * 
But are not Critics to their judgment too? 
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ns MISS EVELYN, iy Continuation 


— 


IVI not delay reſuming my pen a 


moment, as I am ſure my dear Julia 


will be anxious to know all the motives 
which induced me to haſten my journey 
to town; but as the per ect knowledge 
of Mr. Evelyn's character, which 1 
obtained from Mrs. Warburton, was 
one among many others which en 
mined me, I thought it neceſſary to 


give you a particular account of his 
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2 RAYNSFORD PARK. 


us they lived in a very retired part of 


conduct to the unfortunate Emily, 
previous to what more immediately 
relates to myſelf, and will, therefore, | 


in Mrs. Warburton's own words, give 


. you the remainder of her unhappy 
| ONES. 1 


ec Ins a few days Emily received an 


"anſwer to her letter, but it was ſuch a 


one as plainly ſhewed nothing was to 
be- hoped for from Mr. Evelyn's hu- 
manity. She tried to appear compoſed, - 
but her mind 1 knew was deeply af- 
fected; and, fearful of the conſequences 
if he ſhould put his barbarous deſign 
in execution, I changed my: whole 
plan, determined to remove her that 
very evening to my own houſe, till ſne 
was able to undertake the journey, then 
take her myſelf to London, and place 
her with a family on 'whoſe fidelity 
I knew 1 could depend, and where, 


8 the 


of ſome friends, who in their way to 


Oxford, ſtopped at my houſe, with an 5 
intention of paſſing the night, put it out 


of my power to receive her. "They left 
me the next morning, and as ſoon as 


they were gone, I was haſtening to fetch 


her, that I might not de again diſap- 


pointed, when one of my ſervaats, Who ; 1 


had always ſhewa a particular attach 


ment to Emily, came haſtily into my 
room, an and told me ſhe was ſure ſome- 


thing very dreadful had happened at 
Mrs. Maitland's; that paſſing an inſtant 


before through the drawing - room, ſhe - 


had ſeen a carriage drive full ſpeed from 
her door, and immediately after heard 
her ſcream with the utmoſt violence. 
| inſtantly conjectured the cauſe of this. 
darm, „ and haſtening over, found my 

5 Ku * 


* ET T ER vt. 1 Wi 
9 che town, * thought it impoſe for 7 
M. Evelyn to diſcover her. Unfor- 1 
5 tunately I was obliged to defer this a 

ſcheme till the next day, as. the arrival — 
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4 'RAYNSFORD PARK. 
1 85 fears too well grounded. Emily was 
lying on a ſopha, ſupported by her 
nurſe and one of her ſervants, in ſtrong 
-- convulſions, the other was ſtanding at 
- ti; little diſtance, exclaiming ſhe had 
N killed her miſtreſs, for that having 
overheard her deſigned removal, ſhe had 
informed Mr. Evelyn of it, in con- 
ſequence of which he came over that 
morning and forcibly took away the 
| child, Alarmed at Emily 5 ſituation, 
1 ſent directly for Dr. 8 but it 
| was ſome time before he adhd be 
reſtored to any ſenſe or recollection, 
. but as ſoon as her reaſon returned, and 
= +: me became i in. ſome degree calm; I had 
1 wy her conveyed. to my own houſe, and 
5 tried by every ſoothing attention to 
C - | ; compoſe her difturbed mind, The 
E -- next day Dr. S—— went to North- 
=> Hill, but returned without ſucceſs, 
Mr. Evelyn had the effrontery to tell 


= him, that no conũideration, not even his 
1 5 N : g 3 f 5 | 1 wife 8. 


* 


— 


4 


ö 


Likee 8 coming to the knowledge of the 


: 7 All expectations of fabduing bis 85 | | 


veak ſtate ſhe was then in, a journey 


— 


* E T * ”E R xvi. TY ; 8 | 


" avid which he owned he did not wiſh, N ; Wo 
"Houle induce him to give up the child,” 7 5 


obdurate heart were now at an end, and 
though Emily, after the firſt tranſports 1 1 
of grief, bare this painful ſtroke without 
repining, it was too much for her en. 

feebled conſtitution to ſupport. She 
Was ſeized: with a flow fever, which — 
ſoon terminated in. what is called 2 ” 18 1 
galloping conſumption. I faw her 
danger with extreme ſorrow, and would _ | 
have taken her immediately to Briſtol, 7 Ea 
or the South of France, if Dr. 8. 7 
had not- aſſured me no human means 
could preſerve her, and chat in the 


even of twenty miles would probably 

| haſten her death. Emily was ſenſible | 

of her own ſituation, and endeavoured . 

to prepare” for the awful e but 
: : B a: on 


— 


— 
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anxiety. for the fate of her lng . 
Edward, hung heavily. upon her, and 
diſtracted her attention, even at thoſe 
times when ſhe wiſhed to be moſt col- 
lected. Providence was at laſt pleaſed 


0 ſmooth her paſſage to eternity, by 
. removing from her this ſource of con - 
© inual uneaſineſs. One evening, when 


r. S paid us his accuſtomed 


- viſit, Levidently ſaw by his countenance, - 


he had ſomething of conſequence to 
impart to me, I followed him out of the 
room, and he then informed me, he had 
that morning been ſent for to Mrs. 
Harris's, to attend the child, who had 
been ſeized with oonvulſions the pre- 
ceding night, and expired about an 
- hour after his arrival; he ſaid he could 
not himſelf mention. this to Emily, but 
1 might do as I pleaſed. As I well 
knew it was not ſo much the loſs of 
the child, as the idea of. his being bred 
up * o en 28 al and abandoned a 
man, 


2 - Tj 4 


N 


W o 
man, cbs affected her mind, 1 did . 
not heſitate a moment to determine, 


and the next morning, with as much 45 
N gentleneſs as poſſible, informed. her of 


this event. F or ſome time ſhe a 
way to all the feelings of a mother, but 
ſoon recovering herſelf, - returned her 


| moſt fervent thanks to Heaven, for | 


removing her beloved child out of the - 
reach of every human evil. From this 
moment to that of her diſſolution, which - 
happened in leſs than a month, her 


whole time was ſpent in Preparations | 
for a better ſtate of exiſtence. 


In this 


: arduous. taſk ſhe. was ſupported. by a 
very. worthy clergyman, who conſtantly 


viſited her; this truly good man, con- 


vinced of the ſincerity of her repentance, 


confirmed her hopes of the mercy of 175 
Heaven, and calmed all thoſe doubts 


and fears, which would ſometimes in- 


trude 6 mel her mind and diate ee its 5 


fereniry. 
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| s KEAYNSFORD PARK, 


3 « A few deu before her death, the 
entreated Dr. S, Mr. Arnold, 
and myſelf, to join with her in prayer 
for the laſt time; when this ſolemn act 
was over, ſhe thanked us all in ſuch 
| Pathetic terms, for the kindneſs and 
attention we had ſhewn her, that the 
gentlemen, unable to bear their own 
emotions, left the room, When they 
were gone, ſhe repeated her thanks to 
mein a manner ſtill more animated; 
ſhe then gave me a letter for her father, 
and another for Lady Harrington, re- 
queſting me to inform them of thoſe 
particulars of her fad ſtory, which might 
prevent them from conſidering her in 

the light of an abandoned creature, 
And now, my dear Mrs. Warburton 
(added ſhe) let me entreat you to leave 
me; all will ſoon be over, and the 
cloſing ſcene will be too much for your 
ſenſibility - to ſupport.” 1 told her, 1 
would -1 in every n inſtance comply 
"= Ls with 


LETTER xvi. „ 


"Sh her wiſhes, but that no confidiin.” 3 


| tion ſhould force me from her, whilſt 
it was in my power to give her either 
comfort or aſſiſtance. 1 ſaw ſhe was 
pleaſed at my refuſal of a requeſt, ſhe. 
had only made in tenderneſs to me. 
She laid her hand on mine, as I fat by 
her on the bed, and fixing her dying 
eyes on my face, with a look of tender- 
neſs, which will never be effaced from 
my memory, told me, the humble con- 
fidence ſhe placed in the merey of 

Heaven, had taken away every terror 
from death, except what aroſe from the 
idea of being ſeparated from me, but 


that ſhe earneſtly hoped, and firmly _ 


believed, we ſhould again meet in that 

world, where ſhe truſted her error would 
. forgiven, and my benevolence meet 

a glorious reward. Her tears flowed 
whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, | nor could I 
reſtrain mine, but as I ſaw her ſtrength. a 
and | ſpirits were almoſt exhauſted, EN 
„„ 9 5 ee | 


- 


120 RAYNSFORD PARK. 


* begged ſhe would endeavour to "FA 
1 herſelf; ſhe obeyed me, and ſoon fell 
into a kind of unquiet ſlumber, during 
which her countenance changed fo 
_- — viſibly, that I was convinced all would 
indeed ſoon be over. When ſhe awoke, 
her reaſon frequently wandered, yet at 
intervals, ſhe addreſſed - herſelf to 
Th Heaven, in the moſt · affecting manner, 
3 and after remaining an hour in this 
RF ſituation, expired in my arms almoſt 
without a pang. This unhappy, and 
but for one error, truly amiable young 
creature, was at this time but juſt 
turned of ſeventeen. Mr. Evelyn was 
ſoon informed of this event, he came 
to B, and ſending for Dr. S——, 
behaved more like a madman than a 
reaſonable being, inſiſted upon ſeeing 
me, and made a thouſand other requeſts 
- equally abſurd; but the Doctor, who 
fſtrem the time of his taking away the 
: "ONE." held him in utter -deteſtation, 
! "behaved 


— 


6 to him with fuck cool 1 * 


that his frenzy changed i into ſullenneſs, 
and he left B— 

deſperation, Till this morning I have 
never ſeen him, and you will not wonder 
"3 that I could not reſtrain the violence * 

my reſentment, at the unexpected ap- 
pearance of a man, n is a un to 
byman nature.” 8. 


Mrs, Wade . 5 nar 


, | rative with an apology for the pain ap 


had given me, and for dwelling too 

minutely on ſome of the moſt affecting 
particular. After a few reflections, 
which aroſe naturally from the ſubject, 
the endeavoured to give the a 
tion a leſs ſerious turn, but my. "ogg 
were too much depreſſed to recover any | 
degree of chearſulneſs, nor were they 
t all raiſed by my finding, at my 
return to the Grove, a note from Mrs. 
Loans acquainting me ſhe kad been 


0 6 „ 


LETTER XVI. , 


— in a ſtate of gloomy __ 


*, 


{ 


12 RAVYNSFORD PARK. 
ul and begging to ſee. me the next 
day. My averſion to her unworthy 
cf huſband was ſo much encreaſed by the 
_ fad tale I had heard at B——, that I 
heſitated whether inſtead 'of complying | 
with her requeſt, I ſhould not ſet out 

directly for London, but on Sophia's 

repreſenting the pain I ſhould give our 


unfortunate friend by this ſtep, and 


| promiſing to join me at North-Hill, 


within a week, I adhered to my former 


- reſolution, The following morning, 
before I left the Grove, Mrs. Herbert, 
Who, as well as her daughter, was ac- 
- quainted/ with my real ſituation, en- 
treated me to return thither as ſoon as 


my friend was out of danger, and 
conſider. it as my future aſylum, 1 


: gratefully, but abſolutely refuſed this 


very kind offer, as I had many reaſons 


for not wiſhing to remain in the neigh- 
bourhood of North-Hill, and we parted 


8 with , and 1 believe real Ie 


of 


| LETTER xl. 1 
of Pieniiip 1 was received by Matia | 
with ſuch pleaſure, that I felt ſatisfied 
with the deciſion I had made; and the 
more fo, wheh ſhe told me Mr. Evelyn 
was obliged to go in a few days to 
Stamford, on particular buſineſs, which 
would detain him a fortnight or three 
weeks. He was then at the houſe of 
ry neighbouring gentleman, nor did 1 
ſee any thing of him till the next morn- 
ing, whe we met with the ſame cool 
civility with which we parted,” Whilſt 
we were at breakfaſt, he informed Mrs. 
Evelyn he was engaged to ſpend the 
day at Sir Charles Draper's, with ſome 
old College acquaintance, and as the 
meeting was deſigned to be a convivial 
one, and would probably detain him 
very late, begged ſhe would not think 

of ſitting up till his return. From 
theſe circumſtances, I began to hope 

my behaviour had had the deſired effect, 

and that he viſhed as much to avoid my 
| a 
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. RAYNSFORD, > Pape. 
|  Goeiety, as I did to fly fr6 whis. This 
idea greatly relieved my mind, and 
enabled me to appear more chearful 
than I had done for ſame time paſt, 1 

| ſpent the morning in playing with little 
Caroline, and intended to devote the 

| afternoon to reading to her mother, but 
after dinner ſhe was taken fo ill, that I 
was exceedingly alarmed; ſhe would 
not be prevailed upon to ſend. for aſ- 
e but conſented to lie down for 

an hour or two. I ſat by her till I ſaw 
ſhe was fallen into a gentle lumber, and 
then ſoftly leaving the apartment, went 
into a dreſſing- room, | which Was ſepa⸗ | 
rated from her chamber only by a cloſet, 
and fitting down to a harpſichord, en- 
deavoured to amuſe myſelf with ſome 
new muſic, which had been ſent from 
town the preceding day. 1 had not 

© amuſed myſelf in this way, more than 
half an hour, when to my unſpeakable 
vn, Mr. _—_ N the room, 

| | uc 


7% cloned. FR 2 8 PN aſked: ws 5 


Maria, and on my informing. him ſne 


was very ill and laid down, ſaid, ! 


vill not then diſturb her, if you, Miſs . 
Evelyn, will be ſo good as to give me 
ſome tea. I have been tormented all day 


with a. violent head-ach, and it haa 


encreaſed ſo much ſince dinner, that! 
was obliged to leave my friends. Un- 
willing as I was to comply with this 


requeſt, I knew not how to refuſe it, Ns 


particularly as the ſervant remained in 


the room to receive ſome directions. 


I therefore acquieſced, though I beliere 
with a very ill grace, ſaying at the ſame 
time, I wiſhed as ſoon as poſſible to 
= attend Mrs. Evelyn. Nothing. parti- 
cular paſt while we were at tea, and aa 
ſoon as it was over, I roſe, with an in- 
tention to leave the room, but was 
f prevented by Mr. Evelyn, who throw- 
ing himſelf at my feet, and wrapping 
his arms round me, —_ me to 
,, Re opt WOO bR indulge | 


16 RAYNSFORD PARK. 


indulge him with one half hour's con- 
verſation. I inſtantly diſengaged myſelf, 
abſolutely refuſed his requeſt, and in 
my turn begged he would not oblige 
me to expoſe both him and myſelf to 
the ſervants, as I certainly would, if he 
attempted to detain me. At theſe 
words, he ſtarted from his knees, again 
| ſeizing my hands, ſwore in the moſt 
folemn manner I ſhould hear him: 
« You may (ſaid he) Harriet, impelled 
by a violent reſentment, for which I 
have yet given you no cauſe, diſturb my 
wife, and as you juſtly term it, expoſe 
us both to the ridicule of the ſervants; 
but were the whole family aſſembled 
in this room, it ſhould not prevent me 
from making the declaration I now wiſh 

you to hear. I have no deſign (con- 


tinued he, with a ſoftened voice) of 


offending-your delicacy, I only at pre- 

ſent beg you will attend to me for a few . 

minutes, without paſſion or prejudice.” 
. eien 


5 E T T E K XVI. EE, 
Startled by his violence, and terrified 
left Mrs. Evelyn ſhould indeed be 
witneſs of a ſcene, which, in her ſitua- 
tion, might be of fatal conſequence, 1 | 
knew not how to act, but continued 35 
ſtanding. irreſolutely, whilſt he had the | 
effrontery, the inſolence to avow, that 
from our firſt coming to North-Hill, vx 
he had felt a paſſion for me, which 8 
neither his own endeavours nor my | 
cruelty had been able to conquer. 
« Oh, Harriet (added he) ſurely that 
feminine form muſt have a correſponding 
mind. Surely your heart will not always 
be inſenſible of love and pity, and who 
can claim ſo juſt a right to excite thoſe 
ſentiments in. your- boſom as myſelf,” 
I would ſacrifice my life for your ſake; 
and if you condeſcend to permit it, that 
life ſhall be devoted to your happineſs; _ 
all the joys that love and fortune can 
heſtow ſhall be yours; if you are ter- 
rified by the narrow prejudices which, 
1 con- 


. \ 


18 RAYNSFORD PARK. 
I confeſs, have too much influence in 
this country, I will attend you to any 


. part of Europe, and to fatisfy your 


ſcruples on Mrs. Evelyn's account, I 
will ſettle on her a third part of my 
eſtate, the remainder will enable us to 
live in almoſt princely ſplendor; but, if 
you determine to refuſe my offer, and 
perſevere in that coldneſs which has 
almoſt driven me to madneſs, you may 
be affured your obſtinate indifference 
ſhall not avail you; you ſhall be mine - 
in ſpite of man or devil, if I «cannot 
obtain your heart, I will at leaſt be 
maſter of your perſon. The reſentment 
1 felt at this ſhocking ſpeech was ſo 
violent, that I was actually unable to 
ſpeak for ſome time, at laſt recovering 
my voice, I told him I knew not whether 
he was moſt the object of my deteſtation 
or contempt, that I ſhould not con- 
deſcend to return an anſwer to propoſals, 
which were only meant to inſult me, 
e and 
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and 15 as to his threats, that Pro- 
vidence, on whom I depended, would 
render them vain. Believe me, Mr. 
Evelyn. (continued I) you. have taken 
unneceſſary pains to convince me of 
the depravity of your heart; the man 
who after ſeducing Emily Seymour, 


could coolly and deliberately deſtroy 


her by depriving her of her child, is 
capable of any villany to gratify his 
malignant paſſion. The name of Emily 
acted upon him like a charm, he turned 
pale, his limbs trembled, and he ſunk 
almoſt lifeleſs into a chair. From an 
involuntary impulſe, ſomething like 
compaſſion, I rang the bell, and quitting 
the room-haſtened to Mrs. Evelyn. In 
the tumult of my mind I forgot her 
ſituation, 1 forgot every thing but the 
_ - inſult Thad received, nor did I recover 
my recollection till I found myſelf locked 
in her arms, and heard her implore my 
forgiveneſs, Forgiveneſs, I repeated, it 
„ ; is 
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is I, Maria, who ought to requeſt your 
pardon, for terrifying you by my abrupt 
entrance, but ſpare yourſelf (interrupted 
| he) the mortifying explanation; I have, 
though unintentionally, heard all that 
paſſed between you and Mr. Evelyn; 
never can I forgive myſelf for expoſing 
you to ſuch indignities, knowing his 
principles, as I too well do, I ought not 
to have requeſted you to come to 
| North-Hill, but fondly anxious for your 
ſociety, I vainly flattered myſelf the 
double ties of relation and friend would 
have ſecured you from his attempts, 
bur -I ſhould have remembered, no 
obligations are ſacred enough to bind a 
libertine and a deift. She then con- 
feſſed ſhe had long ſeen his attachment, 


| and the uneaſineſs I had. ſuffered from 


it, but the hope that his reaſon and my 
coldneſs, would conquer ſo criminal a 
paſſion, prevented her from mentioning 
it to me. I told her my late melan- 
N „ -choly 


pain, I had determined to remain where 
I was, till ſhe had recovered her lying- 


in, but that grieved as I was to leave 
her at ſuch a time, I could not with 


propriety, remain another day at North- 


Hill. She was ſenſibly affected at the 


idea of loſing me, but had too much 
concern and real regard to oppoſe a 
plan, of which ſhe berſelf ſaw the ne- 


ceſſity. * I will not (ſaid ſhe) again 


incur ſelf-reproach, by attempting to 


| detain you in a place where you have 


been fo unworthily treated, but as Mr. 


Evelyn is indiſpenſably obliged to go to 
Stamford the day after to-morrow, let 
me beg you to poſtpone your deſign till 
the following morning, and this for your 
own ſake as well as mine. If he is here, 


he will certainly employ force or artifice 
to prevent your journey, or find ſome 


method of turning it to his own 


„ a advantage; ; 
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choly was indeed owing to the cauſe ſhe 
ſuſpected; that fearful of giving her 
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22 RAYNSFORD PARK. 
advantage; for this ' reaſon I will not 
indulge my own heart by aſking you to 


prolong your ſtay, left he ſhould 
return unexpectedly, which he certainly 


will if he ſuſpects your intention.“ 


This argument was too powerful to be 


_ reſiſted, 1 therefore ſubmitted to It; on 


condition of being permitted to remain 
in my apartment the enſuing day. We 
then ſettled a plan for our future cor- 
reſpondence; to prevent my being diſ- 
covered, her letters to me were to be 
directed under cover to Mrs. Elliſon, 
and mine to her in the ſame manner 
to Miſs Herbert. This arrangement 


ſeemed to compoſe her mind, and give 


her ſome degree of pleaſure. At ten 
o'clock, Mr. Evelyn had the aſſurance 
to requeſt our company to ſupper; I 


told the ſeryant 1 had a violent head- 


ach, and could not poſſibly go. down, 


but Maria, with that ſweetneſs which is 


the A * of her cha- 
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racter, ſent word ſhe would Wan | 


attend him, After what I overheard 
this after rnoon, perhaps, Harriet (ſaid 
ſhe) you will blame this ready com- 
pliance, but though Mr. Evelyn cannot 


ſuppoſe I am ignorant of his conduct, 


was I by my behaviour to avow my 
knowledge of it, he would inſtantly 


throw off all reſtraint. I have often i 


ſince my unhappy marriage with him, 
been obliged to practice this innocent 
artifice, but never (added ſhe, with a 
ſigh) felt it ſo difficult as at preſent; 


yet it is my duty to keep on terms with 


him, as I can otherwiſe have no chance 
of reclaiming him; indeed I ſhould 
have more hopes of that deſirable event, 
had he more ſenſibility or leſs diſſimu- 


lation, but his feelings are ſo tranſient 

or ſo well diſguiſed, that it is impoſſible 

to read the emotions of his heart in his. 
countenance, unleſs he chooſes they 

| ſhould be diſcovered,” I tenderly 
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embraced M aria, and aſſured her, that 
far from diſapproving her conduct, ſhe 


was, in my opinion, one of the beſt of 
wives as well as friends; and then re- 


tired to my apartment, where I was 


kept a cloſe, though not a lonely pri- 


ſoner, as Mrs. Evelyn or her little girl 


were conſtantly with me, till Mr. 
Evelyn's ſetting out for Stamford, re- 
ſtored me to liberty. As ſoon as he 

was gone I ſent a note to Miſs Herbert, 
and requeſted her to come over directly; 
the amiable girl obeyed my ſummons, 
and we ſpent the day in endeavouring to 


ſooth Mrs. Evelyn, whoſe grief was ſo 
exceſſive, that it was with difficulty I 


adhered to my reſolution, but my dread 


of her unworthy huſband overcame every 


other conſideration. © My ſpirits are ſtill 
too deprefled to deſcribe our ſeparation, 


which I fear will be a final one; I ſhall 


only ſay I arrived in London the ſame 


evening, without meeting any event 
| 1 iin 


= LETTER xvl. : 
_ worth relating, and was received ve 
Mrs. Elliſon with a tenderneſs truely 
maternal. &:; ſhall remain with this 
valuable woman à few weeks, till my 
harraſſed mind is reſtored to ſome 
degree of tranquillity, and then, not 
withſtanding her kind remonſtrances, 
ſeek another ſituation. I am determined 
if poſſible to go abroad change of 
climate may perhaps reſtore my health, 
which is injured by the anxiety I have 
ſuffered, and though I affected at the 
time to regard Mr. Evelyn's threats 
only with contempt, they have made 
ſo deep an impreſſion on me, that 1 
ſcarcely think myſelf Oy whilſt, in the 
ſame kingdom. ONO SS C1 Ops LR 


_ 


4- impatiently expect another letter 


[DP you, but you. mult pardon me for 


— 4 # 


ſaying 1 hope it will be in a calmer ; 


| ſtyle than the laſt. Indeed, my dear 
| Julia, I fog as ſenſibly as > yourſelf the 
Vor. II. „„ fate 


* 
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2 RAYNSFORD PARK. 
fate that ſeparates us, but we muſt 
ſubmit to unavoidable. evils, and en- 
dteavour to remember that this originates 
from one to whom you owe reſpect as 
well as duty. Sir William's kind in- 
dulgence to you in every other inſtance, 
has really attached me to him, nor can 
I reſent: a prejudice to me which is not 
owing to : perſonal diſlike. Tell me 
every thing that has paſſed at the Park, 
and whether Mr. Hamilton continues 
to improve in your good opinion: 
perhaps you may before many weeks 
are elapſed, be enabled in your turn, 
to entertain me with adventures; 1 
_ earneftly- hope they. will be more chear- 
ſul and more fortunate, than thoſe of 
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can I bear to reflect that the friend of 
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ov enjoin me almoſt too difßcult „ 
taſk, when you prohibit my mentioning 
a ſubject: which engroſſes my whote 
attention, or what is exactly the ſame HT 
thing, require me to ſpeak of it with 

calmneſs. I am no ſtoic, Harriet, nor 


my heart is expoſed to unmerited gifs = 2 
treſſes, obliged to ſeek an uncertain 
ylum, and perhaps to leave the king- e 
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dom, to avoid the perſecution of a 
villain, whilſt I, bleſſed by Providence 
with the power of -proteCting her from 
inſult, of watching over her declining 
health with the tenderneſs of a ſiſter, 
and I think I may ſay without pre- 
ſumption, of making her future life 
happy, am withheld by the moſt unrea- 
ſonable caprice from exerting that 
power. Yet I will cheek my pen, leſt 
I ſhould incur your cenſure. My father 
is indeed in every other reſpect kindly 
indulgent, but ſurely I may without a 
crime, fay he he is in this inſtance un- 
reaſonable and capricious: - Believe me, 
I felt ſincerely for the unhappy Emily, 
and ſhould have been ſtill more af- 
fected by her ſtory, had not my anxiety 
for your ſituation over- balanced every 
other conſideration. Moſt ſincerely do 
I congratulate your eſcape from that 
wretch Evelyn, but I can never ceaſe 
to lament yu * do not fly to me. 
> a TOs) 3 Charlotte 


LETTER XVII. 29 
Charlotte and Hamilton have ſhared in 
all my ſufferings on your aceount; the 
latter exerted his influence with my 
father to obtain the favourite wiſh of 
my heart, and [ yainly flattered myſelf 


that with ſuch an advocate 1 ſhould 


ſucceed.” | a 


% 


why bs, 0 . 
in Sir William has | implicit 5 
confidence in the honour of his fa- 
vourite, and the prudence of his 
daughter, or he would not ſtudiouſiy 


promote Mr. Hamilton s viſits to the | 


Park, and -appear viſibly diſpleaſed if he 
abſents himſelf even for a day. I hope 


he may depend on us both; but though 
1 will never engage my hand. without 


-his conſent, I would not anſwer for my 
heart, if I was not convinced this dans | 
gerous man feels no other ſentiment for 
me but. that of eſteem; his behaviour 
is that of an affectionate brother, to 
Charlotte he is is erat che ſame; yet 
225 % 


ng 
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though his affection is thus equally 
divided, that lovely girl inſiſts I have 
made an abſolute conqueſt. - She ſays 
| the would not for the world wound my 
pride, by inſinuating that I feel the 
leaſt attachment to him; but were I to 
condeſcend to love a man whom all 
the world idolizes, ſhe is certain my 
father would not diſapprove my choice. 
Surely this cannot be, and yet Sir 
William acts upon fuch different prin- 
ciples from the reſt of mankind, that 
I know not what to think. What Paſt 
between us a few mornings ſince, appears 
to favour Charlotte s opinion, yet I again 
repeat, it cannot be. He came into my 


dreſſing-room, and after ſome general 


converſation, aſked me, what I thought 
of Sir James Paulet, a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, who has lately been 
much more particular to me than 1 
. wiſhed. I replied, I thought him a 
faſhionable ee wan, but he was 
certainly 
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Srl) deficient both in underſtanding | 
and morals. He then ſhewed me a 
letter he had Juft received from him, 
which contained a flaming declaration 
of love to me, a requeſt to be permitted 
to pay his addreſſes in form, and con- 
cluded with an offer of a noble ſettle- 
ment, and a conſiderable allowance for 
pin- money. Startled at a propoſal which 
1 thought my father might approve 
though T never could, 1 changed colour, 
which he obſerving, defired me not to 
be uneaſy, as he would never influence 
my judgment on a ſubject ſo important 
to myſelf; encouraged by this, I defired 
- he would immediately decline an offer, 
"which if 1 accepted would make me 
miſerable for ever. he! Are you not 
Julia (faid he) a little too precipitate ” 
3 replied, not if he allowed me to act as 
I pleaſed, as my opinion of Sir James 
was a decided one. Well (anſwered 
he) Iam charmed to find you totally 
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free from the vice of coquetry, the 
almoſt univerſal foible of your ſex, I 
will inſtantly write a civil refuſal, but 
remember, Julia (added he, with a 
ſmile) whenever you receive-propoſals 
agreeable to your wiſhes, I expect you 
will in return for the promiſe I make, 
never to force or even byaſs your choice, 
have an unlimited confidence in me, 
and if the object you may be partial to, 
is a man of birth, honour, and principle, 
though his fortune may not be equal to 
- your's, I will not impede your hap- 
pineſs.“ Charlotte s conjecture darted 
upon my mind at this inſtant, and J 
felt myſelf bluſh, whilſt I promiſed in 
the moſt ſolemn, manner to obey his 
injunctions. I am ignorant how this 
- - affair became public, but the next time 
I faw Charlotte, ſhe rallied me. upan 
my cruelty to the young baronet. Ha- 
milton was preſent, and I avowed my 
diflike to bing. in 5 moſt unequivocal 

| terms. 


9 


terms. All this I fear muſt appear very 
unintereſting to you, but you deſire me 
to be minute, and the uniform life we 
lead, is not likely to be productive of 
thoſe adventures you ſpeak of. Our 
amuſements are confined to riding, 
walking, reading, and muſic. Ha- 
milton is in all our parties, and by the 
melody of his voice, and the exquiſite 
delicacy of his taſte, renders the. two 


latter particularly pleaſing. It is really 
a fortunate circumſtance that our littte 
circle ſhould” be ſo much improved, at 


a time when my anxiety for you obligts 
eto fly from ſolitude that I may 
3 reflection; but of what con- 
ſequence is Hamilton, or all the world 
to me; no amuſement, no ſociety, can 


make me forget that it is only by pro- 
feſfions. I-am permitted to . ms Cs 


dear * en Harriet is to her 
ap 8 faithful 


Juba Ravnsrozw; 
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1 8. my dear Jalis,*the dangerous 
man as you juſtly call him, is of more 
conſequence to you than you allow 
. yourſelf to imagine. I am convinced 
no future attachment will ever weaken 
your regard for me, but your heart is 
an enlarged one, and can be ſuſceptible 
at the ſame time of the tendereſt ſen- 
timents of love and friendſhip, nor will 
the one ey power to ant it againſt 
the 


41 
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the other; but I mean not to tente 5% 
with advice, and the leſs ſo, as from 


what you tell me I am almoſt inclined 


to be of Miſs Vernon 8 opinion. IM only 


beg as there f is no anſwering for events, 


that you will not ſuffer your affections 10 


to be too far engaged, till you are ſure 


of Sir William's conſent, leſt you ſhould <1 
meet with a diſappointment, which toa _ 
mind'like your's, may be attended. with 55 


the moſt fatal conſequences. 


= Feen rentived a letter Fw Mig 


Herbert; ſhe tells me, Mr. Evelyn had 
certainly intelligence of my leaving i 
North-Hill, as he returned home in leſs 
than three days, though his bulineſs. 


ought to have detained him as many 
weeks, but that there was never ſo deep 
an adept in diſſimulation; that he re- 
ceived the news of my departure with 
the utmoſt ang froid, ſaid he ſuppoſed I 
could: not n any longer without Miſs 
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| * laughed at the romantic 
friendſhip of women, and then turned 
the converſation on indifferent ſubjects, 
nor has he fince mentioned me either to 
Mrs. Evelyn or her, though he has 
taken indefatigable pains to trace me, 
8 and has even gone ſo far as to enquire 
at the inn from whence the waggon let 

out which carried my boxes, after my 

direction; fortunately for me 1 Was 
aware of this, and had them ſent in a 
feigned name to an inn in Biſhopſgate- 
ſtreet, The concluſion of her letter 
alarms me extremely; ſhe begs me to be 
upon my guard, as ſhe has reaſon to 
believe inſtead of ſetting out for Stam- 
ford, which he pretends he muſt indiſ- 
penſably o the next day, he intends 
coming ts London, I am every minute 
more and more convinced of the neceſſity 
of my going abroad for ſome. months, 
till this worthleſs man is engaged in a 
new. purſuix, and * though, not with- 
IP = | . . out 
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out dificutty, convinced Mrs. Elliſon 


that no other plan can be . 
fligible. | 


Allow me, _ Julia, to repeat, that 
you cannot write any thing which will 
be unintereſting to me; I am particu- 
| larly concerned in every circumſtance - 
which relates to Hamilton, as I am ſure 
your future happineſs will in a great 
meaſure depend upon him. I have no 
doubt of the rectitude of your conduct, 
but I greatly fear for your peace of 
mind. That every wiſh of that blame- 


leſs mind may be e is s the 
ardent Pye of „ 
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[LETTER XIX. 


TO MISS EVELYN, 
| „„ Rihnatel Pak: May 1. 
; fg: my dear Harriet, ſince the 
beginning of aur friendſhip, have 1 
concealed a ſentiment of my heart from 


you; and aſſured of your kind indul- 
gence, I will not now begin the painful 
and uſcleſs taſk of deception. Your 
own heart 1s, I believe, almoſt incapable 

of error, yet I am ſure you will pity 
your unhappy friend, when 1 confeſs I 
am myſelf guilty of the weakneſs I have 


_ 
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ſo often blamed in others, of being 
tenderly attached to a man, who I really 
believe feels no ſentiment for me but 


that of eſteem and friendſhip I might 


plead Hamilton's merit as an excuſe for | 


my folly, but perhaps every weak ſilly 


| girl might uſe the | ſame plea in vin- EY 


dication of her conduct: yet ſurely I 
have been particularly circumſtanced; 
before I ever ſaw. Mr. Hamilton I was 
| prepoſleſt in his -favour, by the praiſes 
| beſtowed upon him by every one who 
knew him either perſonally or by cha- 


rafter, and ſince that time my own . | 
obſervations have convinced me they 
did him no more than juſtice. My 


| father is perpetually throwing him in 


my way, or when he is abſent pointing - 
out ſome elevation of fentiment, or 


elegance of manner, which he imagines 
J have not ſufficiently obſerved. But 


what are all his excellencies to me? Had 


5 the leaſt f * of tenderneſs for your 
l 1 8 * WY) 
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Julia; Sir William! pointed bebaviour 
would certainly inſpire him with hope. 
Never but once ſince my firſt acquaint- 


ance wich him, has he uttered a ſyllable 


that even vanity itſelf could confider as 
ariſing from à particular attention, and 
even that was perhaps drawn from him 
by my forward: folly.” I bluſh to think 
how much my ſpirits were; elevated by 
| thoſe few, poſſibly unmeaning words; 
i yet at the time they appeared to be 
| ſpoken from the heart. I will relate | 
the little incident that occaſioned them; 
ro you Know! it will ſhew his character 
in an amiable, though to many it might 
make him . pron in ks "ridiculous 
light. 


— 


A four e ade e ;nformed 
me that a labourer's wife in the village; 
who from her neatneſs and induſtry is 
one of my particular favourites, ' was 
en very ill che night before; In 
0 
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ca of. this 1 1 N 1 went 
to the poor woman's cottage, and was 
told by her daughter, a girl about twelve 


years old, chat her mother had been in 
firs all night, but was then better and 


© juſt fallen aſleep. I charged. the child 


not to diſturb her,; and ſaid, as L had 
ordered the carriage to take me, up there 
in an hour s time, I would ſit down in 
the lower room, and if her mother did 
not awake before I went, I would call 
or ſend in the evening. Nox knowing - 
well what to do with myſelf, 1 took. up 


Argalus and Parthehia, which lay on 


the table, and was for ſome time amuſed 
by the ludicrous turn Mr. Quarle' s ver- 
ſiication had given to that beautiful 
ſtory; but ſoon growing tired, I went 
towards the window, impatient for the 
arrival of the carriage, as I had promiſed 
to be early at Mr. V ernon's, where I was 


to ſpend the day; 30 when. my attention 


was e engaged by che appearance 
| of 


WE 
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Hamilton, who with a woman behind 
him, was riding ſlowly up a lane which 
leads from the road to the cottage. It 
is impoſſible to expreſs the variety of 
emotions I felt at this moment; we are 
all too ready to judge unfavourably of 
"thoſe actions of which we know not the 
ſource, and I could no otherwiſe account 
for this, than by imagining be was 
engaged in ſome low i Intrigue, perhaps 
even the ſeducer of innocence. Surely, 
thought I, all the men in the world are 
EE Evelyns; but how much was I aſhamed 
olf theſe illiberal refleccions, when upon 
her | nearer approach, I' fa Mr. 
_ Hamilton's - companion, 5 inſtead of 
the blooming ruſtic my fancy had 
formed, was in reality an infirm old 
Woman, mother to the poor creature 
above ſtairs. Vexed as I was at my 
own folly, I could not help laughing at 
"this difcovery, and not chooſing to be 
_ teen, I —— 4 little from the window, 
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by my aſſurances dias the. was a 
low. I now 


the conſented to remain b 
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The old woman now entered. the 
cottage; and eagerly enquired for her 
daoghter; it was with difficulty I pre- 
vented her from going; 50 p der. 
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troubleſome, I would tell you: all what 


4 RAYNSFORD PARK, | 


Lady Raynsford.” The tears: ſtarted 

into my eyes at the mention of my 
mother, which the good creature per- 
ceiving, and willing, I imagine, to 
amuſe me, continued If I was not 
afraid, Madam, you would think me 


bappened to me this morning; I am 
ſure it wilt be ſomething ſoro me to 
talk of as long as I live.“ I wos full 
as anxious to hear her tale as ſhe could 
be to relate it, andiſhe inſtantiy began 
a8 near as my eder e the fol | 
lowing Oe 26} x $4 uy WRT 3 


I J. 1 0 


* 1 
i 4 3&4 * * 4 ** 
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| eight o clock this mornipg, a lad came 
to our houſe and told me that my 
daughter had been dying all night, and 
that if I did not make haſte I ſhould 

not ſee her, alive, Las troubled enough | 
at this bad news, and to make the ; 


matter worſe, n. and fon were 
Vi "Ret & Y fg 1 gone 


R f oh N E R N DI. ; Ls 
gone to a fait five mile from dun place, ; 30 2 
and. I could not get a horſe all over the , - 

I villages ſo, though I am almoſt a "Mi 
cripple: with the rheumatiſe, I was fai n 
to walk, and when IL came down to the N 5 e | 
ford; which is a good three mile ſrom 5 1 

our houſe, I. found the rain laſt night 1 
had ſwelled the water; and broken doum 1 i 
| the little foot bridge, ſo that I could | 


not get acroſ, hut by going to aw 4 
ſtone bridge, which is 4 long way about 
and I was fadly tired already; fo I at 
down upon a piece of timber, in 2 
fome, Chriſtian would come by with a 
horſe, ar a cart, but you know, adam 4 
it is a very loneſome: road, and 'after 

ſtaying half an-bour and ſecing nobody, 

| thought L might as well try to get 
| round, but what with wearineſs and 
what wich trouble, 1 could / not help 

_ and I had not gone but à httle 


> when the gentleman you ſaw 
; re up and. aſked ne whats . 
. * i "matters; | 
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matter; I told him the whole Rory; 5 jb, 
Madam, as I have told it to you, he 
aid his horſe was very quiet, and if 1 


was. not Ms; 1 e A me 


alnid of ae deen ee br 
dying before I could get to her, ſo he 


took me up, and when we came to this 
ſide; 1 thanked his honour a thouſand 
times, and would have got down; but he 
ſaid he was ſure I was too much tired 
to Walk to my daughter's, which 1 had 
told him Was ſtill a mile off: I was 
aſhamed of being ſo troubleſome, but 
he did not ſeem to mind ĩt at all. He 
aſked me if my daughter was poor; to 

be ſure: (I ſaid) ſhe was not very ed. 
as ſhe had ſix children, and her huſband 
earned only a ſhilling a day; but Sir 
William was very good, and ſinee Miſs 


A Raynsford came hom e; the poor peop le 


wanted for nothing, for ſhe gave victuals 


| V ag 
- . 4 
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* 


3 1 more kind' to ms hs; 8 wy. 15 1 5 5 A 
of the reſt, becauſe ſhe had been under 1 353 
nurſe-maid to her when ſhe was a bab. 

To be ſure this gentleman, for I don't 
know his name, has a very kind heart; 
he ſeemed quite pleaſed that my ng 
had ſo good a. friend, and aſked me a 
hundred queſtions about you, and while 
we were talking he was ſo afraid 1 
ſhould fall that he only walked his horſe, 
though 1 was in a main hurry to get 
along, but 1 did not dare tell him ſo 
for fear of affronting him, and when we 
came to the garden gate, he helped me 

down as carefully as if I had been a 

lady, put five ſhillings into my hand, 
and told me he hoped I ſhould find my 
daughter better; and 1 hope Heaven 
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0 | 

% 
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ir wil bleſs him wherever he goes: for his 
charity and goodneſs. Believe me, 
le Harriet, 1 joined ardently though men- 

1s | tally i in the old woman's prayer, and left 

id the e a few minutes after ſhe had 
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- endedhier .natrarbony with. u heart chat 


. did ample juſtice to Hamilton, for the 
injuridus opinion I had ee of 
in bim half an hour before. 7 O04 


n * When L artived at ey ae 85 1 
ran vp, into Charlotte's drefling-room, 
| without the ceremony of being an- 
| nounced; Hamilton was the only object 
1 ſaw. when 1 entered the room, or at 
55 leaſt in my: Preſent diſpoſition, 1 was 

| regardleſs of every other, and giving | 
| him my hand as he approached to meet 
me, told him 1 of was. delighted to ſee 
him; his countenance expreſt both 
ſurprize and pleaſure at this unuſual 
= addreſs, whilſt Charlotte, who was ſeated | 
at the other end of t the. room, faid with 
$i ſmile, © Perhaps, Miss Raymford, 


| 5 : when you have paid your reſpects to that | 
gentleman, you may condefcend, to take 


ſone notice of x me. I en my 
1 5 8 . 5 Ho I had 


MY had juſt heard, and ee | „ih 5 
declaripg that as Mr. Hamilton never bh 193 A 
| before appeared to me in ſo. amiable a 
light, I could not reſtrain the oli. 1 


room. 4 1 am glad (returned Char- 


is one of my favourite figures. I ſhould 
like to ſee, you. play Charon on horſe- 
4] back, 11 Money; haming's rill Satur- e 


LETTER XIX. 


L felt at ſeeing him. 888 Indeed, my dear 


Miſs Raynsford (he replied) you greatly 
over- rate, and have as greatly overpaid „ 
an action which has not the leaſt mer it, "FF 7 


for ſurely there 1s none in aſſiſting our 


fellow creatures in diſtreſs, when we . KC 


can do it without inconvenience to our- 75 


ſelves. But believe me (added he, 


taking my hand with FF ſmile)- I would 


carry all the old women in the village 


actoſs the water ſix days in the week, 


to be rewarded with ſuch * look as 


you gave me when you entered the 


lotte) to find, Mr. H amilton, that you. are 
not totally averſe to the hyperbole, which 
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0 day night, and then come on Sunday to 
receive your reward; but really (added 
© ſhe, with a grave look) yo do, Julia, 
over rate the benevolence of this action, 
for I believe there is not a young fellow 
in the regiment who would not have 

acted almoſt in the ſame maner; I dare 
ſay either Marriot, Walters, or Harriſon, 
would have carried the old woman as 


15 far as the middle of the ford; there 1 


think they would have behaved 2 little 
differently, and gently thrown her into 
the water, juſt for the pleaſure of trying 
whether ſhe was a witch, by the old 
method of experiment. * And if I 


mad (replied Hamilton) I am ſure ſhe 


would have ſwam, for what but the 
power of divination, could have enabled 

her to chooſe a ſubject to interefting to 
my heart, as to make the mile I carried 

her the ſhorteſt T ever rode in my. life.” 
Charlotte rallied him upon this ſpeech, 
but 10 who from Dame Smith's necount, ; 
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happy and confuſed. Tfamilten, 1 1 7 


believe, obſerved my embarraffmentz 
and he foon turned the converſation e 
indifferent ſubjects. We ſpent che re. 
mainder of the day very pleaſantly, and 
I returned home with a flow of ſpirits | 
I have ſeldom before experienced. 1 
| related every thing that had paſt to Sir 
William, and he did not loſe the oppor- 


tunity of expatiating on the merits of 
his favou rite; but what are all his merits 
to me? The words he ſpoke, - on which T- 
confeſs 1 was weak enough to build 
hopes I bluſh to acknowledg ge, were 
certainly without meaning. I think be 
has from that day behaved with more 
than common relerve,, yet he i is „ 
polite, always attentive, nor does he 
| come leſs frequently to the Park—Yet, . nm 
what are his-attentions to. me, if they 


„ do got ſpring from the heart? I have + 
WE - frankly Siven him mine, but Will recall! 
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5 


the gift if I do not find him deſerving 
of it; believe me, Harriet, I will 
neither be mean nor indelicate, and 
though you may have cauſe to pity, you 
ſhall never have reaſon to bluſh for, 
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bk is all over Montague, I have trifled 
| away every hope of happineſs, and muſt 
no take the conſequence of my own _ 
folly. From my firſt introduction to 


Miſs Raynsford, I was ſenſible that to 
| look at and to admire her, were ſyno- EPs, 
| nimous terms. As our acquaintance” 

improved; . character continually roſe * 

upon me, and I ſaw that uncommon. 


y 


| _ bovelineſs and all thofe external graces, 7550 © . 
. D s HA bo were 


. " RAYNSFORD PARK.  _ 
wwe only the ornaments of a mind, in 
. which the moſt ; exalted; virtues were 
„ it ; } blended: with the warmeſt benevolence 
adnd the trueſt ſenſibility, eee | 
* 1 2 was, and half ſuſpecting, from the 

1 firſt, my own danger, J ought to have 
reflected, that by forming a friendſhip 

25 ; | with ſuch a woman, I ſhould probably = 
5 hazard my honour, and certainly deſtroy c 
muy peace. The event has been What 
mu raſh preſumption deſerved; 'the 
$ N honour of your friend, Lord William, 

bi ted, but his -peace is loſt 
p ile my heart has power 
5 fear it will retain the im- 
| has received; though I will 

: our to regulate its emotions by 
* ion, that once offered to 
5 „it has no right to devote itſelf 
do another woman. You: may ſmile at, 
mad perhaps, diſbeliexe., my. affection, 
Be: when I ay, 1 did not, till very lately, 


__— know the ſtrength of 
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officer for leave of abſence, which 4 
has promiſed to grant within a month, 
but cannot ſooner, as ſeveral of the 
ſubalteras are abſent. I cannot but 
rejoice at this little delay, nor will I 
Promiſe to decline viſiting at the Park 
during the ſhort time I am to ſtay, a8 1 
ſhall probably then bid adieu to it for 
ever. The latter end of June the re- 
Hm is to embark for. the Weſt- 
Indies; the intermediate time ſhall be 
devoted to Louiſa, perhaps her gentle | 
manners and tenderneſs may recall my 
wandering. heart, and reſtore it to ſome- 
thing like tranquillity; at leaſt ſhe ſhall 
never know it has ſwerved from the 


5 inviolable fidelity it cee owes to 


her. 


n 
a 1 


5 al my „ diſtreſſes, 1 am 8 


in the conviction that the peace of the 


, 1 ulia has not been ene by 
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. YT her affections, and there. i is an. 
eaſy frankneſs in her converſation, Tia 


wy an unaffected chearfulneſs in her ; 


manner when we are together, which 
convinces me her heart is entirely diſ- 
| engaged. F believe ſhe eſteems, but 1 
am ſure ſhe does not love me, I Ws. 


not acquainted either her or Sir Wil- 


liam with my engagements to Louiſa ;, 
3 fear J cannot account for this upon 
any good principle; but I was at firſt 


| reſtrained. -by the certainty that Sir 10 0 


William, Who has always formed much 
higher views for me than can ever be 


realized, would condema the precipita- 5 We 
tion with which I had acted, and accuſe- 
me of ingratitude, in not confulting 
kim, before I took a ſtep ſo deciſive to- 
my future hopes. I ſhall write to- yo 
again from Saliſbury; in the mean time 
: let me. Kno- When 8 begin ut 
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union, but what ariſes from Sir William: 

on this point 1 am no judge, but from 
my idea of his character, I think he is 
more likely than any other man I know, 
to prefer real merit to rank- and 
fortune, | 


- 


1 have been much ene on my 
own account: Evelyn is indeed in town, 


and hay unfortunately ſeen me, but 1 


hope che precautions I have uſed to 
prevent diſcovery have. ſucceded, and L 


will not venture out till I am affured 
by Miſs Herbert, of his return to 
North-Hill. The morning on Which 


this unfortunate rencontre happened, 1 


had at Mrs. Elliſon 8 requeſt, accom- 
TO panied- her into Cecil ſtreet, to ſee: ſome | 
beautiful miniature 8 the per- 
formance of Miſs F, a young 


lady in whoſe ſucceſs. hs. is A 


and who will one day be certainly very 
capital in her profeſſion. As we re 


turned 
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i carnal through the Strand; the 4 : 
went ſo near a lame beggar, that, ter 
; rified- at the danger the poor wretch 7 2 
Was in, 1 gave an involuntary: ſcream, 1 
and forgetting Miſs Herbert's caution, | 
looked out to ſee whether he was not 
materially hurts an elegant vis-a-vis 1 5 I, 
paſt by at that inſtant, and heard the. 5 "224 
well known voice of Evelyn, pronounce NY 
my name in a tone of joy and forprize, 5 * 
and then order his coachman to ſtop . . 

5 immediately. Fortunately, T imagine, 
his check -Rring was broke, for though he x —9 
| repeated his commands with vehemence, 9 
the fellow either did not or would not Xi 
hear him, and drove on with the utmoſt — =: 
ae I knew his en eee ; 4 2 U | 4 
would not bear this diſappointment, and 2 
as there was not a moment to loſe, 1 1 
called to the man who drove us, and ll 
told him if inſtead of going into the city x 
as he had been ordered, he would. carry = 
us 5 ax fl: as Fable ef into Hole.” ” -” 1 
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and ſet us down in Red. Lyon Square, 5 
1 would pay him double what he had a 
right to demand. The intricacy of the 


dtreets which in that part of the town 


form a kind of labyrinth, was my reaſon 
ſor giving this direction. Mrs. Elliſon, 
h neither heard nor ſaw what had 


ae locked at me with aſtoniſhment, 
but I ſoon explained the reaſon of my 
conduct. When we alighted, I waited 
till the coach was out 6f . ſight, leſt 
Evelyn ſhould - have obſerved the 
eber, and traced me by that means: 
we walked to the next ſtand, and were 


conveyed home in ſafety, and 1 hope 5 


| unobſerved.” But the ſight of the man 
I had ſo much reaſon to avoid, awakened 
all my terrors, which notwithſtanding ; 

the ſpirit 1 then aſſumed, his laſt con- 
verſation impreſt on my mind; and I 


earneſtly begged Mrs. Elliſon to think 8 
of ſome plan which might enable me 


00 leave the kingdom, She lamented 


— 


life, has been amply 
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1 N more like a ſiſter than 4 . 

| If you have no objection, 1 will invite 

| her to ſpend the day with us.to-morrow, 

and let her into as much ef your ſtory 

as you chooſe ſhe ſhall be acquainted 

with. I know my recommendation 

_ _ »will have ſome weight, but excluſive of 

2M that, when ſhe has once ſeen: you, I am- 

3 certain ſhe will uſe all her intereſt with | 

g her Grace to procure. To ſome eligible | 

tuation. | | 


4 approved of this a ad in con- 
ſequence of it Mrs. Hervey came the 
next day; I found her a well-bred in- 
telligent woman, and, prepoſſeſt by the 
repreſentation of my kind friend, ſhe 
\ feemed extremely pleaſed with me. 
During the afternoon nothing was faid 
that particularly related to me, but on 
taking leave, ſhe ſaid ſhe was concerned 
5 a young lady ſo well born and ſo ac- 
: e Wed pe reduced to o ſeek 
an 
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an aſylum; but ſne would venture to 


_ fay the Ducheſs of B——, who always 


patronized real merit, would endeavour _ 


to fix me where dependance would not 
only be ſupportable but . pleaſing... A 
week has ſince elapſed and I have heard 
nothing from her, but I have no doubt 13 
of her fulfilling her engagement. Oo 
not, my dear Julia, be diſpleaſed, n 
| ſay I rejoice at the idea of leaving : E 
England. Neither time nor diſtance . 


can weaken my love for you, but my . 


mind has been greatly harraſſed, andi 
flatter myſelf change of ſcene may 


3 my. tranquillity,” and that I ſhall 5 


return with a mind free from iſquice . | 
and apprehenſion. Farewell, my beloved 
F ˙ dk. oft es 2146 . 
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A nave only time to write a few lines, 


N rs. Evelyn was à week 
| of ' fon „ who died's few 
FF 

A in the next "ia har his were — 
e ſend an expreſs to fetch Mr. Evelyn 
from town. Decency ob liged him to 


- — 


+ obey this ſummons, though 1 


N Very unwillingly. I have now the 
disfaction of aſſuring you our n is 


* | Nennt ; W $1; £7 ? 
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entirely out of 
plealure, r unworthy huſbanc 1 
be able to moleſt you for Fancy time ; 0 110 1 
by a fall yeſterday 1 bo 
diſlocated. 5 
conſider E ery ACC1dMEL | 1 173 : 4 d 
as it will releaſe you from confinement, . 43 | 
and keep him I hope out of miſchief at : 5 1 4 
leaſt for a month to come. Maria will "a, 
vrite to you as ſoon as ſhe is allowed * 
to hold a pen; in the mean time ne = 
| begs you will accept her moſt affe. 4 
tionate remembrances, with thoſe of 1 ö 
be Sieh ae! 
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accident he met with, which he has the „ 
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mily, and that the latter 


portant affair he is engaged in. I can 
hardly reſtrain myſelf ling b 
be more the 
cruelty to 


nt for his u 
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1 J am not too ſanguine wee ee „ 


pectations, I ſhall ſoon, my dear] 


be fixed in a ſituation more agreable mw. 


my. wiſhes, and more ſuited to my 


* 


than any I could. have flattered 9 Wo 


Ws. i 


with; 
J. ſhall ever lanent the fatality 

| ſeparates us from each 9 785 e : 
know, will ſenſibly feel it; ut 


flection that I am ae FT DUE. OPER 


* , * : * 


TO Miss RAT To Hl. 


t, let me be placed where I will, - +128 
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Me ae 


a. 


eee Pp one Wy chi ſt be 
of women, and conſequently ſecure from 
. Mr. Evelyn's future machinations, will, 
I truſt. ſoften. that regret, or at leaſt 
B remove the anxiety you. have long 
WW ſuffered on my account. I have no 
doubt but at ſome future period, we 
mall be often happy in each others 
ſociety. When Sir William is con- 
vinced 1 have no motive for wiſhing 
to be with you, but real friendſhip, [ 

WEL: know I ſhall often be permitted to viſit 
t the Park. Tou, my dear, muſt be 
© frequently in London, thus have 1 
formed a ſcheme of futute happineſs, 
Geng I flatter: myſelf is not a vifionary | 

I had juſt ſent away my laſt letter, | 

15 ee I was informed Mrs. Hervey Was 
below. I went down, and found her 
with Mrs. Elliſon; the looks | of my 
excellent friend wore/ an expreſſion. of 
- mingled pleaſure and concern, which = 
Mrs e e, * e m 
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72 RAYNSFORD: PARK. 


_ would be in a few days, to mention this 


affair to her i in a way that would enſure 


its ſucceſs. Her ladyſhip arrived in 
town laſt night, and the Ducheſs had a 


long converſation with her this morn- 
ing; in conſequence of which 1 came 
| hither to requeſt you would 80 to 
Portland-Place to- morrow, and to tell 
you that Lady Willoughby's: carriage 


will attend you at twelve o'clock.” 


Mrs. Hervey then ſpoke of her lady- 


| ſhip's temper, underſtanding, and'prin- 


ciples, in the higheſt terms, and drew ſo 
charming a picture; that I could not 
help wiſhing the original might be my 
future patroneſs. I thanked her with 
the utmoſt warmth, for the intereſt ſhe 
had taken in this affair, and begged ſhe 
would preſent my moſt, reſpectful ac- 
knowledgments to the Ducheſs. I ſaid 


5 1 feared the retired way in which I had 
5 been educated, and had hitherto lived, 


Haken make me rp to aide 


1 4 122 FR * 6 4 in 
p : L "% g ' - ; . 1 
+ s 7 932 9 $ 1 * I * 1 <M 4 % 
2 > * { 2 
* % a « a 
. 


of life; but if chat ſhould: wee, che 


de e e men elt 


caſe, ber ladyſhip might 'wiſh me ts 7 


enter more into diſſipation than ſuited/ | - "= 
my turn of mind; theſe were my 1 


objections to accepting a firvation, in 1 9 
every other reſſ d my m 
ſanguine wiſnes. Mrs. Hervey affored®: | © 
me ſhe knew Lady Willoughby too Well 
not to be certain we ſhould be mutually” +, 


, 


_ pleaſed with each other; your other aps! 
prehenſion (added ſhe) is equally gro 1 
leſs, her ladyſhip leads a rational, thoug LE 


not à [recluſe life; \the has it is tri Pp. .Y 


large acquaintance among the firſt kireletk 
and is frequently at public places, ye „ 
ſhe devotes à great deal of time 8 _ i 
reading and other ſedentary at moſenierit „ 

and « Hd women 50 de are „ . 
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the preceding evening; my mind was 
diſturbed by a variety vf doubts and 
apprehenſions, and I got into the ſplendid 
Auipage, which came exactly at the 
time appointed, with a beating heart. 
I did not know that heart had ſo. 
much innate pride, for to nothing elſe 
can 1- attribute the painful emotions 
which  encreaſed every moment, and 
when I arrived at the houſe in which 1 


Pas in future to conſider myſelf as a 


 . dependant, . powerful as my reaſons 
| before appeared to me, I blamed myſelf 
for not accepting Mrs. Elliſon's offer, 
and was ſo agitated, it was with difficulty. 
'T followed the ſervant, who very reſpect- 
fully conducted me te his lady. As 1 
aſcended the ſtairs, Iendeavoured to calm 
my ſpirits by reflecting it was not yet too 


late to retreat, and that if at any time 
1 found my ſituation unpleaſant, I could 


return to the protection I had quitted. 


Thus een 19 85 eee en- 
„ | tered | 
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L E T 4 E K XXI. . — 
"a es drefling-room, but the TO 8 A 
of Lady Willoughby, and the reception. |} 
I met with, ſoon baniſhed every unea - 27 
ſenſation. 1 never faw any perſon who | 
poſſeſt the powers of attraction, I might 
almoſt ſay of faſcination, in an equal 
degree; the ſweetneſs of her coun - 
: tenance, the touching melody of her „ 
voice, and the winning affability of her | 


manner, make a ſudden and irreſiſtible | 
impreſſion upon the heart, and inſpire it 

with a kind of tender artachment, which | Y 
very worthy people, unadorned by „ 


ternal graces, often fail of exciting; but 0 


in Lady Willoughby I ought not to ea! 
them external, from all I have heard, > oY 3 | 
and and all 1 have ſeen of her, I am f 0 


convinced they are emanations of a + _ . 
mind, at once refined aud elevated, and x [ 1 
it is this conviction which renders them 8 fly 1 j 
fo inexpreſſibly attractive. It is im. 
poſſible to relate the particulars: of a — it 
converſation which laſted more chan ' 
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n RAYNSFORD: PARK. 


three hours; after tenderly Hothing che 
agitation which my co e viſibly 


3144 


. when I entered the- room, ſhe 


- ſaid with a ſmile, © «lam, Miſs Evelyn, 
a diſciple: of Lavater's, and from my 
knowledge of the ſcience he recom- 


N mends, 1 am convinced I ſhall be happy- 


in-your ſociety, and flatter myſelf you 
ll be equally ſoin mine. I hope you 
will baniſh every idea of obligation. or 
dependante, the protection I am for- 
runately able to afford you, will he. 
amply overpaid by your friendſhip 
ovens and I am ſure. vou have 

200 noble a mind, to conſider the ad- 
ventitious circumſtances of rank and 
be as. giving me any real advan- 


| affetion of thoſe to whom Jam ny 


_ cold formal reſpe& will not ſatisfy me, 
and I cannot be happy without che love 


* ways as FA of my frien 
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80 RAYNSFORD. PARK: | 


has made you overlook. one material 8 


eircumſtance; you know nothing of me 
hut from Mrs. Hervey, who received 
her account from one of my moſt partial 

friends. If among your large circle of 
7 - acquaintance, there .are any who have. 
reſided in Northamptonſhire, or who 
know Sir William Raynsford's family i in 
Devonſhire, I wiſh: through them you 
would make ſome farther ente into 
my diſpoſition and conduct e Have 
1; not told you (replied ſhe). 1 am a 
diſciple of Lavater's; what I now ſee of 
vou, and what I have heard from Mrs, 
'Hervey, renders every enquiry unne- 
_ceffary,” She then aſked me if 1 could” 


come without inconvenience the fol- 


lowing day, but 1 told her, as I had 
promiſed to remain another fortnight 
with Mrs. Elliſon, could not bear to 
diſappoint her. *© Well (laid the) 1 


5 Seed ha . to aer! mw my r 


+ have been a ſpoiled child, and an in- 


F . r . ' 
a * * * * TIE lit. „ 
5 * rs 5 3 
had my own way 40 * 1 will givee 
up · this point, though I am more anxious 
for your ſaciety than you can poſſibly - - * 
imagine. I return to Richmond the by 
day aſter to-morrow, where I ſhall ſtay ' _ 
| a month or two with my mother, whilſt 
my Lord is arranging ſome affairs at 5 
this eſtate in Glouceſterſhire, ae 1 
to our excurfion; at the end of a fort- 1 
night I will come up to town, and 1 
flatter myſelf you will be fo good as to © | 
| accompany* me down; but even then, | 
; Bet 


ſhould your worthy friend be anxious 
for your ſtaying a longer time; 1 will. | 


conſtraint - is incompatible with friend- 
ſhip, and I ſhould: be ſorry if ours was to 
commence by your giving up your 
inclinations to oblige. me. L replied, - 
I Was certain I ſhould. not wiſh. to 
delay my attendance on her ladyſhip 
. than the ti ime. had. mentioned. 
9 5 1 
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3 HAVE- indeed, my dear Harriet, — 
„ longer ſilent than 1 ever was ſince the 
5 c8ommencement of our correſpondence. 
| "= My mind has for ſome time experienced 
| the 'moſt violent emotions, and I deter- 
mind not to alarm your tenderneſs, by 
Writing till they were in ſome meaſure 
| 

| 


4 5 ſubſided; but before I relate what has 
8 inexpreſſibly diſtreſt me, permit me to 
hs congratulate you. on your introduction 
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enabled to pay you all thoſe tender bf 5 1 


the me wiſh of my : 
| have convinced vou my friendſhip was 
not confined to profeſſions. Lady Wil- | 


ſee gd; Lady Auge! iD: "ll 
has been for. ſome weeks on eee 5 
Miſs. Vernon, and Who, -befare Mr. 


| Lloyd's death and her retirement d 
Wales, was particularly intimate win 


her, has often told me ſhe neyer knew — | 


any one of eit 3 
PR. : 


various powers of the mind, and le 
— of the heart, in a en „ 
ee. Lou will, I doubt not, be 1 0 
88 in each other, and ſhe will a 
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attentions 


„ by which, 
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loughby, Mrs. Herbert, and even the 


„ 


| fleRti ion, for another, on 
equally diſtr 


._ «more freedom. Will yon not be ſur- 
(prized when I tell you, I haue ſeen Mr. 


1 fee Hamilton, pr for the laſt time? 
but it is not the loſs of his ſociety, 


| _ ithough. no one unacquainted with his 
ps g. the: elegant 


nk cha tenderneſs of his manner, 
and ĩnexhauſtible entertainment and in- 
| oration A AER oy affordex 


"38 to have been authorized: 
80 confideri him in "* more intereſting. 


5 Point of view; yet even this hope 1 
could have arge b and ref 
wmp ſelf to 
rious Grenade ben — his. 


3 
| if 1 


de arture, and che ſolemn and 
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PPD 'th A tone WT his due IOW 


2 e GE Oy irreſiſtible. | 
2 benen dae his eyes upon me 


with ſuch an expreſſion of tender ſorrow, 


that I Was often obliged to quit the 


room to conceal my emotions. He 
ſometimes endeavoured to aſſume an 


air of vivacity, but the effort was always 


tranſient, and generally; unſuccefsful. 
Whenever we were alone, which Was 
very frequently, as Mifs Vernon was 


engaged by company at her own. houſe, 


he ſeemed fearful of entering into any 
3 of converſation, and "inſtantly 

Propoſed reading or muſic, but what 
Was angular, inſtead of ſelecting thoſe 
books and airs which 1 imagined were 
in uniſon with his frame of mind, he 
choſe the lighteſt airs, and liyelieft 
authors. In this way we went on for 


| " three weeks, and 1 at laſt 


| derenmined/ to! ue the privilege of 
ne” 1 e 


IT 


go” . E T- T E R ung, 1 
be and inſiſt upon knowing e 
bene ſorrow. Which ale eee his _ - 

mind. When one morning, Luey care 
into my dreſſing room, and told me Mt. 
Hamilton was below, and requeſted to 
ſee me immediately: it Was ſo much | 5 
earlier than his uſual time of 'vi- = 
_ fiting the Park, that 1 felt myſelf... 1 
uneaſy though I ſcarce. knew why; but oF 
never, never ſhall I forget the mingled |} 
terror and coneern, with which my 1 
3 was impreſt when he entered the 
I had often ſeen him ſunk in the | 
A dejection, but there was nowa 
wildneſs in his look Which a@tually © _ 
ſtartled me; his countenance was ass 
pale as death, and his eyes had loſt all! 
that ſerenity v which ever uſed to diſtin= © 
guiſh them. Too much agitated for.  } 
reſerve or diſcretion, I went. up to him, „ | 
and laying my hand on his arm, „Ha. 
milton (ſaid I) are you not well?” He 85 
anſwered. 46 A in n a low and i inarti- © if 


or brother; "who 


- * 1 


5 "were goneto's | Hear hovſet twenty 
miles acroſs the country, on Particular 
. | buſineſs, had met with ſome fatal ac- 


. 


bt begged, if my 


© 


* 
1 


elden t; and 1 earneſt 


ures were true, he would not 
5 | keep | me in ſufſpence. Upon my 
honour (ke replied) Sir William and 
Mr. Raynsford are well and fate, at leaſt 


N amy re ard for my peace, tell me, Mr. 
Hamilton, what itis which thus agirates 
your”: Again he Paufed, then recover - 
ing ſome degree of 
going, Mifs Raynsford, to quit Devon- 


ire, perhaps T may never return to it 
; Again.“ Shocked. as 1 Was at this in- 
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5 gence, 1 had the reſolution to afk f fe 
A tone of ſome firmneſs, whether vg was | 
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- miration the human heart is capable of. 


Whatever becomes of me may you be 
happy; may ſome worthier, ſome more 
fortunate man Unable to con- 
clude his ſpeech, the tears ſtarted from 
his eyes, and he quitted the room, before 
I had ſufficiently recovered: 116 recol- 
teftion to make ws leaſt Ws"; 5 


"Pg 9 . 


1 will not tire 500 by a repetition „ 
the reflections with which 1 Was tor- 


mented the remainder of the day. As | 


I thought Charlotte might be able to 


inform me of ſome particulars relative 


to Hamilton's ſudden determination, 1 


wrote to her in the afternoon, and de- 
| fired the would come to me immediately, 
but received for anſwer, that ſhe. was 
gone with Lady Anne and Miſs Lloyd to 
_ Teignmouth, for a few days. This I 


* — 
* ; 4 A? 


ought be have remembered, as I had 


= been preſt to join the party, but I forg * 


e . except that Hamilton « was 


: _ 
and asT reſolved. to 1 the leaſt du- 
3 plicity, 1 not only delivered Hamilton's 5 | 
meſſage, but repeated every. thing that, 
paſt in the, moment of ſeparation, He 
appeared ſhocked and ſurprized, ; : 15 | 
alter a long pauſe, ſaid, I fear L cas 
too well develope this myſtery. Au- | 0 
guſtus is the moſt, noble and generous Ol | 
of men, : his heart i is the feat of rectitude 1 bal | 
and honour, but he carries theſe A 
to an almoſt blameable exceſs, and * „ 
an much deceived if ſome artful woman 
| has not taken advantage of his. en- 
thuſiaſm, and drawn. him into engage 1185 | 0 


injurious to his 0 a 8 


- 
— 


9 enn de 
pineſs,” 9” 


made ſe 


= . . 


_ 


2 * K I 5 * Fl 
4 p A W bh _ N N ” 7 YA . - * \ » v.99 7 ry 7 7 8 Ws oy 8 
* r 7 2 " T L c \ . 7 7 3 18 85 
| * R + 1 3 > Ys 2 l * VE $0 * 2 xy ny - 
- 3 0 > 7 FE * ** * . * 9 * * ** LN 14 7 
* [1 4 8 1. 4 0 — * « * 7 * & * * U 1 [2 
* » %. 1% 91 = e * > A * , * A, — 2 * 
— 2 J _ = CAS 8 1 gl \ . 
el "$35. * 8 y 1 * * 7 — 
* *% * — 1 + # £7 : . 
T5 84 * * 3 x 1 — — 
i 2 x 1 1 , A 4 7 ny x 3 789 * 
8 2 : 1 nel, | ; LIL ESO TIMES LL Ly 
8 2 ** ” = - * 7 
+ * * | 2 1 
L hs . ws. 3 3 8 f * 3 ; * 
$ * y * : o 
* * 4 - . ry . - 
o - g Ze 
4 - 
. \ © 7 . 
: * * x y 4 
, o p 8 * g 5 + : 3 5. 
N $ F 77, 2 
n a FF. - * 
: * : * ; d « 4 * 
Q 4 * *% * 2 1 « s, - Ll G l * 
8 b G . [ = G5 13 
8 1 * r G L's C's $> 
- . 4 ; % 3 c 
* 2 a -. 3 Fa, * 
: 1 * 1 TY 5 « «RN 4 We > * 0 8 Ip . ' R 
3 ba 7 - 4 5 . 1% FR . 
; 3 4 N 5 6, 2 we 
N 2 T * = * ws 1 LY — 
— 7 9 g : >>, 
| . #3 y 1 5 » \ - :, 1 2 \ » 


: bad 30% 4 


G tabs K - 8 F 
— . OG 
the force of conviction, 
ne force ot conv n, 


wo and a Cnviction ſo painful, that unawed 
even by the preſence of my father, I 
burſt into tears, and thus diſcovered 
FLY the ſecret, Which 1 had hitherto with 

TY fuck ſtriet caution concealed. 1 would | 
have quitted the room, but he took my 
hand and gently lacing me, Julia 
(haid he, with a countenance in which 
pity and not anger was diſcernible) have 
= you ftriffly adherecd to the promiſe you 


made me; when you refuſed Sit James 
Mf,arrio 2 —. Indeed, Sir, 1 Have. . 
„5 Then 1 am to contclude that Hamilton 

to gain your af- 
fections by any direct pi all” — = 
Wh 4 Neither directly nor indireMy; nor 

5 1 bl ever, upon my honour, till yeſter- 
„ day, on leaſt” reaſon- % de 
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 defigns?- 1 have deſtroyed lis Ad 8 
and your brother's -happineſs, th rough 
the very means by which I intended to 
promote it. I faw no obſtacle to bis 
marriage with Charlotte, or your's with 
Hamilton, and conſcious that I was 
actuated by no motives of ambition or 
avarice, openly encouraged the former, 
and tacitly, the latter attachment. 
With reſpect to you I was particularly 
ſanguine, as 1 plainly - ſaw a mutual 
affection ſubſiſting between you and the 
man whom vf all others I moſt wiſhed you 
to favour; but J fear you muſt learn to 
ſubdue that affection, and I am fure your | 
mind is too well regulated and too de- 
 licate, to give way, like George, to the 
violence of diſappointed paſſion, or by. 
ſinking unger it, {till more embitter 5 
0 lalt days of your e re Fi 
be 1 aeculy: affected by chi leck, 
. -affured him in the moſt ſolemn 
J SC netnn 3; ON. manner 


LE oj £1 E ** Kt. ü = ML 
manner; 1 Would endeavour to akt vp 


tothe opinion he 1 formed of me, 
g way to unavalling 8 


not by meaty givi 
| regret, deprive him of the pleaſore he 


was fo good as" to take in my fociety; 


This ptomiſeè 1 have teligiooy ob- 


ſerved, for though niy heart bleeds in 
ſecret, 1 aſſüme when with him, an al 


of cheatfuf ſerenity, which I hope dif. 


guiſes its emotions; and that I may be 0 


enabled to do this, I avoid reflection as 


much as poſſible, and keep myfelf con- 
ſtantly employed. I am more than ever 
. at Miſs Vernon's, but as we are ſeldom | 
alone, have few. öp opportunities of con- 
verſing about Hamilton. I think I 
ſhould in time recover ſome degree of 
tranqufſlity, if T was free from that 
ſuſpenſe and uncertainty, which, in 
ſpite of all my efforts, at intervals agi- 
tates my mind, beyond the power of 
reaſon or reflection to calm. It is now _ 
a fortnight ſince Hamilton lefr Exeter, 3 
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and every hour encreaſes my uneaſineſs. 
155 What is very extraordinary, Colonel 


Berkley told my father, he had r neſted - 


- 


leave of abſence | ome: time before, but 
tat he was obliged to refuſe hin 

ſeveral officers were from dut p 

that on the day of his departure he re- 
Wl urged his requeſt ſo forcibly, pleading 
lte illneſs of a friend, that he could not 
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4: | Farewell, my beloved friend, in n thoſe 


. words, which will never be effaced from 
| my memory, © may you. be | 44 | 
Wh, whatever becomes of” 0 lang oh e 
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morning. I, have now a motive fo 7 
conquering my unfortunate attachment, „ 
which can no longer be indulged wick 
out a crime. * a not | imagine: 1 ay. 1 
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it is my earneſt wiſh) and  Þ 


ayer, that the woman to w 33 
united, may deſerve; and poſſeſs his 
affection. Farewell, and believe me, A 1 
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vo SIR WILLIAM RAYNSFORD. 
1 ies enn in your eyes, 
my ever kind benefactor, in an incon- 
ſiſtent, perhaps even in a contemptible 


light, is too painful- to be ſupported; 


| and: I am impelled to write by the hope 


of being able to account for my con- 


duct, in a way that may . preſerve me 
from your reſentment. Circumſtaneed 


as I am, I ought not to fay I am en- 
— Litled _ Kya — yet could you 
27'7 1 4 have 


'L * T T E 1 XXVII. „ ll 
ters _ the ſufferings of my heart 
6 during the laſt four months, 1 am ſure 
you. would have pitied my diſtreſs, 
though you might have condemned thy 
imprudence. You, Sir William, was 
the beloved friend of my father, you _ 
generouſly ' ſupported ' my vnkappy 
| mother, and your kindneſs to me was 
_ unbounded, indeed fo unbounded, that 
had 1 not been withheld from raking 
advantage of your uncommon liberality, 
I know not how far my pteſumptudous 
hopes might have carried me. Yet, 
thus bound to you by every tie of gra- 
titude, I have, without your approbation, 
and even without conſulting you on 
the ſobject, entered into the moſt ſo· 
lemn engagement, an engagement no- 
thing but death can diſſolve, and wich 
to-morrow I mall fulfilt at the altar; 
and what perhaps you may think a ſtill 5 
more unpardonable ſtep, I have ex- _ 
_ the commiſſion your friendſhip 55 
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nin for me, for one upon half. 
pay. that · 1 might not be obliged to 


leave England; and thus put a period 


to all my own hopes of promotion, and 


blaſted all thoſe expectations of future 
| fortune, which your partiality made you 
imagine I could acquire without diffi- 
culty. So far my confeſſion; my de- 
fence: will not take up many words. 
Was your. mind leſs noble, I. ſhould 
deſpair of forgiveneſs, as it is a am 
190 without hops. of obtaining it. 


* 


I ped SE monrhs e 1 came 10 Ter, | 
Ig my regiment was quartered | in this place, 


where I renewed my acquaintance with 


an old clergyman, whom I had known 
: when. I was quite a boy. This worthy 
| man was very fond of me, and gave.me 
a general i invitation to his houſe, which 


1 Was 7 rendered extremely pleaſant, by. the 


ſociety of his grand · daughter, an amiable 
; is well nee and ccempliſted, 
yet 


7 ; 2 1 
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_ 


too great a ſmhare of ſenſibility for her 


own happineſs.” | 'My heart was at that 
time entirely free from every tender 2 


impreſſlon, nor had 1, 1 folemnly 1 


declare, the leaſt intention or wiſn 
engaging her's;- but T was ' pleaſed. with 
hes converſation, and by degrees devoted | 
to her and her grandfather : all my leiſure 


hours. 1 had not been long at Saliſbury, | 
before 1 was taken ill of an intermitting 
feyer. Mr. Neville i imagining my ac 
dations were inconvenient, in- 
ſiſted on my | removing to o his houſe, 
Where himſelf, his wife, and Louiſa paid 5 
me every fri riendly' attention. . When : 
was well enough to quit my chamber, 
the latter would frequent tly ſpend whole 
Hours in reading to me, or playing on 
- the guittar; r, which he accompanied by 
4 pleat x voice. I ſpent my time ſo 
much to my Aattskaction 3 in this worthy | 
family, that v horn 1 forward to 
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conſequences, I was - almoſt, ſorry when 


, may recovered health gave me no longer 


a pretence for remaining in it; vet 1 
again repeats 1 was at that time totally | 
2 ſtranger to love myſelf, and entirely | 
ignorant that Louiſa entertained ; a ſen- 
timent for me incompatible with her 


tranquillity; but I had not long left 


Mlrr. Neville's houſe, before I was con- 


vinced that my attention had not only h 
made a ſerious impreſſion on her heart, 
but had ſubjected her to the cenſure of 
thoſe. malevolent ſpirits, who have no 
| pleaſure equal | to that of miſconſtruing 
| the moſt innocent actions, and blaſting 
the faireſt characters. The idea that I 
had repaid Mr. Neville 8 hoſpitality, by 


12 deſtroying the peace and wounding the 


reputation of his child, Was impoſſible 
to be borne; and in order to make all 
che reparation in my power for my in- 
voluntary crime, without giving myſelf ä 
| time. for FeRefion, Ion ba, Ty. Reaff 
. „ aud 
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to . an 1 whtcl the 
| accepted. with ſuch evident the 
modeſt pleaſure; | that I could not but 
' myſelf for the ſtep L had taken. 
The old people were exceſſively fond of 
me, and appeared delighted with the 
thoughts of my becoming their 
law; and 1 muſt: ever reſpect them for 
this - proof of diſintereſted attac 
ouiſa, who beſides ſome expecta 
tions from her grandfather, had a * thou- 

certainly entitled to a better match in 

point than a men | 


who had not excluſive of his pay; a 
2 in ah: AE.” This conſidera- 
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oe till my return from J 
where it was ted the regiment 
would ſoon be « red. When the firſt 
an e ci occaſioned i png 
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| Fututehappibeſs, as well//as 46 Loviſa's, 
| isse 1 Tet to bear 4 Ta A600 


ES 638 


uncertain and arne ety 15 had 


. ; perhaps involved her in real and laſting 
diſtreſs; but it was now too late for 
rellection, and placing my whole de- 


pendance on Providence, I reſolved to 


adhere ſtrictly to the voluntary, though 
; Traſh engagement J had entered into. ; A 


| few weeks after this affair was ſettled, 
ve received orders to go to Exeter; 1 


Was concerned at leaving Louiſa, yet I 
could not help feeling extreme pleaſure 
at the thoughts of being quartered ſo 
near your ſeat, as I earneſtly wiſhed to 
paſs ſome time 2 50 _ before 1 went 
abroad. The reception I met with 

T correſponded with this kindneſs: you had 
ever ſhewn me; penetrated by your 


goodneſs, I blamed" myſelf for not con- 


ſulting you; before I engaged myſelf to 
Louiſa, but it was new too late to 
eine Hes © #10 . Hl e 


*% 


596 what 1 wits 


Knew 700 55004 f0 not 
of condemning, as a thoug htleſs 


impradebe action. It would peng be. 
21 tuous, and certainly | 
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46.4 . 


revolution Which took place in my 77 
mind f60n after my arrival in Exeter: 5 
from the firſt 1 faw my danger, but 
withou r power to avoid, and Aittering : 
y by a thouſand * At-delu- £2 
ar I atcepted all your invirations, T1 
and almot lived "at the Park, k, without 15 
ne" on che future mileiy 1 was 
reparing for myſelf,” 1 Was loft to pa, 
N idea but one, till a few weeks 
go, when a trifl bg tnctdencby' throwing 
ine off iy g ard; and convincing me 
how little I'wa ifter of mj Ne wee 
or Actions, taught me the necellity '0 0 
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whilſt my vows were engaged to another, 


Ina conſequence of this conviction, I 


applied to Colonel Berkeley for leave of 


| - abſence, but he was obliged to refuſe 
me, and to confeſs the truth, I was more 


pleaſed with this refuſal, than, I had 


ever before been with tlie grant of a 
requeſt; but I was ſoon forced to renew 


my application with ſo much earneſtneſs, 


that his humanity, though he knew not 
the cauſe of my diſtreſs, would not 
ſuffer him to perſiſt in a denial. This 
was owing to a letter I received from 
| Mr. Neville, who informed me Louiſa 
had been extremely ill, and was then in 
_ - the moſt imminent danger. What 1 
ſiuffered from this intelligence is more 


eaſily imagined than deſcribedz. my 


mind was torn, by a variety of contend- 

ing paſſions, and I now ſaw in its proper 
light that ſell· confidence, which had 
 inyolyed me in ſuch complicated diſtreſs, 
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never. N to ſeduce Miſs 
even had 15 
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to you, and: my eonſcioulncls 
ſi yperiority,,. would ave. —_ me 
from attempting; but will yqu pardon 
my preſumption if I fay, there were 
times whet n y behaviour almoſt t in- 
clined me to imagine, that could 3 bay 


* 
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made an intereſt in her heart, your, 
uncommon, way of thinking, and un- 

bounded Partiality for me, would have 
induced you to overlook | immenſe 
diſparity of our | us: is, how 
ever, was an idea Which 
1 1 allowed myk a 


„one that I had 
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had obtained the Col. e e 
1 prepared to leave Exeter, but could 
not go without taking leave of you; and 
I determi ned in the motnent of ſc para- 
' tion, to Aft off all alte, "and 
dcqusint you! with my real fituation. 
When 1 arrived at dhe Park. I found 
you were from home, and Weed of 
m/ own weakneſs, at fit" refolved not 
to attempt ſeeing Miſs Raynafota,” but 


this reſolution was ich ainful to be 
adhered 10. 1 WAS 10 much 480 kated, 
1 Can Tearcely Femember what paſt in 
the interview, bür as my admiration of 

i her excellencies, was, always com- 
Panied by che trueſt "reſpect," 1 flatter 
myſelf 1 ſaid nothing that eduld inc 
der diſpleaſure. On my arrival at r Sa. 
- Hibury, 1 found Loviſa very ill, but had 
the Satisfaction of learning her indif- 
-  pbfition did net lCrigihate from neat 


Heſs} but was owing WY 


72 


ef ausge, but ufitently rebe 
leave her apartment. 
of a reſolütion 1 ma 


NEE, 


I would never again ſepatate myſelf 
from her, I now requeſted” ſne would 
wave every conſideration, and conſent 
to our immediate 8 mee She com- 
plied without reluctance, nor did Mr. 
or Mrs. Neville any longer oppoſe i 
Determined as I was to make this 
_ amiable girl all the reparation in my 
power for my involuntary inconſtaney; 
by devoting myſelf to ber happir 
always conſulting her wiſhes in prefer 

ence to my own, I could not refuſe ber 
ee Seel de "a! avoid going 
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_ acquieſced.. mare. readily, as from . 
being no probability of a: war, ſuch an 
exchange will not impeach my honour; 
it will indeed put a period to all my 
hopes of rank or fortune, but though 
there was a time when my heart beat 
with all che ardour of military ambition, 
that time is gone for ever, and I have 
now no wiſh but to glide through life 
| without guilt and without diſgrace, and 
to atone by my future conduct for paſt | 
errours. The intereſt of Loviſa's' for- 
tune and my own half-pay, will in che 
ſequeſtered ſpot we have choſen for our 
reſidence, ſopply us with all the ne- 
| ceſſaries, and n the Canveniencies 
ol life. 83 i N | 155 & 


When 1 _ this Fg L "SY you | 
al I had to ſay would be compriaed in 
a few words, but I am ſure the intereſt 
fpyou take in every thing relating ta me, 
ee apology. for che minute 
e NET detail 
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IE eee 


allow. ms co hope, the. kind-parcialiry 


you have ever ſhewn- mer vill induce 
you to pardon all thoſe errors and follies, 
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of which I have now made a full ad | 3d 


candid conſeſſion, Laſt as 1 ſhall ſoon 
be to the world, I ſhall al ways remember 
your friendſhip, with | gratitude: and 
pleaſure 3 and though 1 muſt teach my. 
: ſtubborn heart for the future to devote 


all its affection, all its tenderneſs to her, 


who in the preſence of the Supreme 
Being, will to-morrow, be united to me 


by the moſt ſacred of all ties, it will 
never while it has power to beat, think 
of Miſs Raynsford, but with the pureſt 
admiration and trueſt reſpect. If I am 


ever ſufficiently maſter of myſelf, to ſee. 


that angelic woman without any emo- 


tions, but thoſe which ariſe from. friend- | 
ſhip, I may perhaps once more entreat 
your permiſſion to viſit Raynsford. Park, 
and introduce to im; and her a.young 
Samos 7 | HO I nn, n 


baniſhment from that beloved ſpot, and 
the ſociety of its ſtill more beloved in- 
babies will ſcarcely be an adequate 
puniſhment for the foll 
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heck, cannot now be indulged with 
propriety. Love is not, I am certain, 
ſo irreliſtible as we are taught to believe; 
principally indeed by thoſe pernicious . 


LH books, which ſeem only written to 


convey under the maſk of ſentiment, 
the -- maſt dangerous maxims. Per- 
| haps you will tell me, Jam un- 
qualified to judge of a paſſion, whoſe 
influence I never felt; but to con- 
vince you that whilſt 1 adviſe you to 
endeavour | at exertions, which will 1 
am ſure be attended with ſueceſs, I can 
ſympathize in all your diſtreſſes, I will 
confeſs the heart you conſder as in- 
ſenſible, was attached, fondly: attached 
to Lord William Montague. Whilſt 
de remained in Northamptonſhire, | 
charmed with his converſation, and un- 
_ conſcious. of my danger, I gave way to 
mme prepoſſeſſion of which I did not then 
| foreſee the conſequences; but he was 
20 1: ſooner. ny than 1 felt ron 
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| pence 1 mind was deſtroyed, a! idea 


was conſtantly preſent: to my imagina- 1 ; 
105 and the recollection of the hours 


1 ſpent with him, and the flattering 
attentions he paid me, Was the ſole 


amuſement and employment of m i 


thoughts; reflection at lengtii convinced 
me that by thus dwelling on the per- 


fections of a man, who 1 had reaſon to 


ſuppoſe was engaged to another, I was 
acting in direct oppoſition to my prin- 


ciples, and enabled me by repeated 
efforts to ſubdue a paſßon, which, had 


much longer indulged, would have 


embittered the remainder of my life. i 
It was not want of confidence in you, 0 
which induced me to conceal this at- | 


rr but a firm reſolution never 


to ſpeak. or write of it, till 1 could do 


it with compoſure: by obſerving. this 


rule, and conſtantly keeping my thoughts Wa 


fixed on other ſubjects, I have in a great 


meaſure. recovered "at former wy 5 
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15 ſtill remember Lord William witk 
| tenderneſs, but it is a tenderneſs un- 
| mixed with pain; and though ſome time 
before I left North-Hill, I had reaſon 

to imagine Mr. Evelyn only fabricated 
the ſtory from motives of jealouſy, I 
_ reſolved to avoid a relapſe, by per- 


ſiſting in a conduct which has had ſuch 


happy effects; for to confeſs the truth, 
I am not of the poet's opinion, and | 
$a bluſk-to think how much I haye felt for 
one, who has probably never beſtowed a 

f thought on me ſince we parted, Believe 
mme, I apply this reflection entirely to 


myſelf, without. the leaſt intention of 


15 glancing, at vou. Our fituations were 
Very different: Sir 1 illiam generouſly 
endeavoured. oy 0 means in bis 


8 


| 0 | a to repreſent Kano in the moſt amiable 
a0 light. f You. were ignorant of his prior 
AT engagement, and could not be fo un- 5 
conſcious of your own keine one | as to 
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placed an inſurmountable bar berveen 
us. Should accide 
in my, Way again, or mould I; 
moment: concerning, h h 


thing 
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him 


not, n 


me for adhering to my 


1 plan. 1 mean not by this to, lay 
ve been 


SF 


any reſtrictions on you, you. ha 
ace. to, write, to me 

frankneſs, were you now to be 
flent on ſo. intereſtin ing a topic, it migbt 
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only impreſs. the idea of Haile . 
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when you feel 


always fol 


All 1 be 
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erye, A 
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your lead, 


trongly on your mind: continue 
your uſual unreſ 
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inclination, 1 161 oy N 
v though. for 
Wor reaſons I thall not. begin the ſub- 
beg: : of you. is, to keep 
1 yourſelf | 
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5 yourlaſconſtenly ciriployed aid auld, 


wle tecur of paſt f — "By 


: following theſe ſimple. rules, you' will 
rceptible degrees reſtored to 


be by im 


peace. I. know your affections are un- 


| commonly ardent, but that ardour is 
regulated by reaſon and religion, and 

your heart, though” formed wir all the 
foftneſs, is ſuperiour to the weikneſs of 


your ſex, In my next I will give you 


# more particular account” of Lady 


Willoughby and her family, but will 
not at preſent attempt calling your 
attention to any thing leſß intereſting | 


= than whar 1 have been writing upon; 


yer to know that my profpects not only 
continue fair, but even improve upon 


me, will, I know, be a” relief to your 
mind, amidſt all your own. Aren. 
Farewell, wy beloved” friend, wa 
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Vas, my beloved friend, 1 will en: 
deavour to prove myſelf Wo 


opinion you entertain of me, and 
emulating your examp 


emotions of my too ſuſceptibl 5 
The idea of being conſidered : 
light of a fond' love-ſick girl, 8 
be more repugnant to your We 
than to mine, and 1 will, if . 
conquer a wet to m 2 
oy | OL, . „ G 5 55 character, | Lo 


. regulate A 


— SS. aw 2 WY FU AEOI on, _ _ 
4 5 1 
/ OI 
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5 never imagined my. fuer wo. have 
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" ed. and inimical to my peace. 4 


: 2 am far from regarding your not men- 


_" ning your own attachment as a want 
of confidence; your motives were per- 
_ fedtly juſt, and as perfectly delicate, but 
you are very good to allow your leſs 
prudent friend, to ſpeak of a man whom 
ſhe fears in ſpite of all her endeavours, 


It will be ſome time before ſhe can forget 


or think of with indifference. Yet 1 
will not take an undue advantage of 
- your kindneſs. I obſerve your precepts 
with the moſt religious exaQneſs, and 
have already improved ſo much by them 
and from my own exertions, that 1 
appear tolerably tranquil, indeed I ought 
not to give way to deſpondence; I have 
ſtill a thouſand bleſſings, and convinced 


28 I am that all the diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence are for the beſt, 1 will not 
repine at a diſappointment, which my 
own folly has brought upon me. it. 


5 * E T * E R XXL 1 4 


8 tralf ſo kind and . as he 
has proved himſelf; he endeavours to 
amuſe me by every method in * 
power, reads to me, walks with me, and 
promotes every engagement both at 
| home and abroad, which promiſes. the 


_ leaſt variety. The other morning, Adil. 5 N ie 73h 


we were walking on the terrace, he 


enquired after you: delighted with the 


queſtion, I repeated every thing which 


had paſt ſince your leaving North- Hill. 
After a little pauſe, I am almoſt ſorry, * 
Julia (ſaid he) that T oppoſed your "wiſh 
of having Miſs Evelyn with you, bit 120 


beſides the reaſons I gave you, there 
were others which had ſtill e 


weight with me; we are poor - ſhort- 


| ſighted mortals, and endeavour to 155 
guard againſt every thing which may 
interfere with a favourite ſcheme,” when 
perhaps ſome unforeſeen event deſtroys _ 
in one moment, what we have been Uo 5 | 


1 n for 1 —But no more gl 


chis, it would now be acting very"diſho- 

| nourably by Lady Willoughby” to invite 
Xo Miſs Evelyn from her, nor could ſhe 
with propriety aceept ſuch an invita- 
tion; yet as I know you ardently wiſn 
to ſee her before ſhe goes abroad, we 
will go to town for a month the be- 
ginning of September; 1 have (con- 
tinued he, ſmiling) ſome curioſity to ſee 
your favourite, and ſhall then have an 
opportunity of renewing my acquaint- 
ance with Lady Willoughby, with whoſe 
family I was once intimate; ſhe was 
then but a child, yet poſlibly ſhe has not 

forgotten. me. Tou tell me they are 

not to remain in France longer than a 
tpelvemonth, and when they return, I 

dare ſay her ladyſhip. will often allow 

your friend te viſit you, and ſometimes 
accompany ber to the Park.“ The 
pfleaſure I felt at this converſation was 
_ viſible both-in my looks and, words, and 
. father. appeared delighted, with the 
VVV alteration, 


— 


9 
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LETTER XXVII. 1 1 
Alteration Inhanked: hirn ig the met 1 
terms, for conſulting my happineſs ö : 
point ſo very near my heart, and indeed, 

my dear Harriet, E will endeavour to 1 
deſerve his kindneſs. I will not by 9 

ſinking into an habitual melancholy, © 
heighten the uneaſineſs he ſuffers o , t © 

brother's account. It is long ineo _ - 1 
1 ave mentioned George to you, becauſe „ 
1 could not do it without condemninng 

him; yet he deſerves pity as well as 2 

cenſure, Naturally violent in his temper, , . = 
and that violence encreaſed by conſtant 8 I | 

-indulgence, he. was unable to bear a ; 

diſappointment, which he might have 2 
avoided had his temper been „ 
Placid; for Charlotte has often told me, 

it was his impetuous and turbulent di. =” 
poſition, ! which terrified her from N 


r 


cepting him. Since her final rejection, 

he has been loſt to the world and to us, 
devotes himſelf entirely to the pleafures — 
4 *. the table, and i Ds: eee „ 


E—ͤ . 


5 
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part of his time at Exeter, with a fet 


of diſſipated young men, ' who being in- 
ſerior to him in fortune, give into all 
dis caprices. He has been once or 
twice nearly involved in a duet, and if 
he purſues chis line of conduct much 
longer, it muſt certainly terminate fa- 
tally. 1 have often told you of his 
_ unreaſonable averſion to Hamilton, but 
the mild dignity and conciliating 
manner of the latter, contrary. to my 
expectations, at length overcame this 
- antipathy, and though George felt his 
own inferiority too much to wiſh for 
_ is ſociety, yet he often liſtened to his 
3] advice,” and more than once accepted 
as. affiſtance in ſome unpleaſant em- 


barraſſments, from which he could not ; 
otherwiſe have been | extricared with 
honour and ſafety. | | 


1 . 


0 you 10. think, my 5 15 ere was 


an 1 uncommon delicacy | in the hint, with 
6 en 
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which Hamilton conclude 


his letter. 
| It is a convincing proof that he has not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of my partiality, and 
Was certainly written with an intention 


col aſſuting me he never entertained an 
idea of the kind. It is evident he ſaw 
Sir William's views, and Iam aſtoniſhed | 
he could be ignorant of what paſt i in a 
boſom ſo arites and unguarded as mine. | 
Tet perhaps the very freedom with 
Which I behaved to him, led him into 
mee reer believe wy is a ſource : 


you to engage an eee 
a3 near as poſſible to Lady. Willoughby. 
| | Indeed, my dear, I do now look forward | 
not only with hope, but with pleaſure. - 
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WC letter, m my deareſt Julia, gave 


me more real pleafure than any I have 


received from you for many months 


Paſt. I never allowed myſelf to expreſs 


very earneſtly I wiſhed to ſee you, 


8 from the fear of encreaſing that diſtreſs, 
which I knew. you felt at our ſeparation, 
| heightened as it was by the reſentment, 


I ſaw all your duty could not prevent 
"OF from ſometimes giving way to, at 
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Wi arg my. dear, you | 
deſeryes all your tenderneſs, and, Srati- 


kudeg be. is a glorious character, and, I 
look 3P, to, him both with affection and 


This is not, believe © me, in 


timents with regard to me; I. always 
revered; him, though I could not. or. 


lamenting. ſo ſuperior a, mind, ſhould.zn | 
ſome points have been warped, by an 


early diſappointment. It is impoſ 
to expreſs how much I wih for. Sep- 
tember, on many accounts; excluſive; of 
the happineſs 1 ſhall feel from.ſeeing + 
you myſelf, I am impatient to 4 


vou to Lady Willoughby, I Kaos zn 
will be delighted with each other. oe 
character of this charming woman Mee 


4 upon me every heur, and I. ſearcely 17 


| © Know, whether 1 moſt admire her Pagge- | 


3-2. #3 ein ien 


8 ber temper, or her Miner. 


A1 


—Excluſiy e of. all, theſe, .the, Fefe an 
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innate delicacy of ſentiment, which x per- 
vades every word and action, and ac- 
companiet as it is by the moſt perfect 


"caſe, renders her the object of univerſal 


. 1 never ſaw any one who | 
carries the fear of giving pain, and the 
' wiſh of giving pleaſure, to ſuch an 

height; it ſeems to be the ruling 
i of her conduct, and i is often 
exerted with inconvenience to herſelf; 
yet 1 have already ſeen in more than one 
"Inſtance, that if any one attempts taking 

an undue advantage of this diſpoſition, 5 
the can aſſume a dignity of manner and 
ets; ſufficient to awe the moſt 
| Inſokent; and her reſentment has the 


= earer weight, from never being ac- 


ied by the violence of paſſion or 


the ſneer of contempt. | Beſides: Lady 


* Willoughby, our family conſiſts of only 
her mother, Mrs. Granville, a reſpecta- 
ble and amiable woroan, aud her two 
Nen the _ ten 1 85 of age, the 


N 


* * * 


* 


Providence, for placing me in ſuch a 


r e xxx. 


1 juſt turned of eight. 45 a” 
very fond of Miſs Willoughby, who 5 A A 
=. fine ſprightly girl; but though. I en- 1 : 
deavour to conceal it, I am fill more 
partial to her brother; indeed he is the 
moſt engaging of children, -has all his 
mother's graces of manner and ſweetneſs : 
of temper, and poſſeſſes already ſuch - "lb 
| powers of perſuaſion, thar it is difficult B 
to refuſe him any thing he wiſhes for. 
1 have ot yet ſeen Lord Willoughby, = 28 
who is till in Glouceſterſhire, but have ” F 
reaſon to believe he is a man of fri * | 
| honour and real liberality of ſentiment. | 
How thankful, my dear Julia, am I to 


T7 ſituation, yet had the alteration in Sir "ms | 
William's s mind taken place be Tt pf 
| was engaged to Lady Willougtisy, 3. 
would with pleaſure haye fixed . | 
future reſidence at the Parkz byt ve || 
© muſt not regret this; great part of our 15 4 F 
Wlure time . T hope, be 11 855 With 
78. 6 Nie e | 
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each other, and the bleſſing of «bor 
Friendſhip, by being added to that we 


feel for each e will encreaſe the | 


| We of oy 
: 1 generally 3 an 1 or two in 
te morning to the amuſement. and 
ijnſtruction of the children. Lady Wil- 
loughby is not ſatisfied with Eliza's 
governeſs, and has engaged another to 
- abroad with us; and I am well 
- "repaid for the time I ſpend i in this way 
1 the affection they expreſs for. me. 
The reſt of the day is ſpent in reading, 
airings round this beautiful country, 
or in viſits to ſome of the neighbouring 
families. We were yeſterday at Lord 
1 s, at Twickenham; ſome of 
u firſt company in the kingdom, both 
for abilities and rank were preſent; 
92 though | unaccuſtomed to ſuch brilliant 
circles, ] did not feel myſelf embarraſſed; 
* Fr eee has the happy 3 art: of 


giving 


% 
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giving conſequence ta every one ſhe 
honours with her. eſteem; yet a. little 
incident in the afternoon threw me into 
ſome confuſion. A young lady in com- 
pany, aſked Mrs. Granville, if ſhe did 


not think Miſs. Willoughby bore a2 


ſtriking reſemblance to her father ? 
She replied, ſhe had often been _ 
fo, but could not. ſee it herſelf. This 
dee on a converſation on the: dif- 
ferent points of view in which reſem- 
blances are generally ſeen, when little 
Edward, who was ſtanding by me, ran 
up to his mother, and deſired to know 


whether be was like his papa? No, 
my dear (ſhe replied) but you are cer- 


tainly like your couſin, Lord, William | 


Montague. The lady whoſe. queſtion 


firſt occaſioned this diſcovery, F 


. ene Wes where diſfenſion be- 


deen 5 


en 
aſſced, if Lord William was ſtill in 
Scotland. Lady Willoughby. replied, 
ſbe believed ſo, but was not certain, 


deen the Duke and'T Lor ane en 
| there had been but little intercourſe 
between the families, - which ſhe was 
extremely ſorry for, as Lord William 
vas one of the moſt amiable and ac- 
compliſhed young men in the world. 


The converſation then turned on other 


ſubjects, but it was ſome time before I 
could recover my confuſion. As we 
were returning, her ladyſhip aſked me, 
if 1 had ever ſeen Lord William, as ſhe 
knew he was often in Northamptonſhire. 
I replied, that during the firſt Part of 
the time I was at Mr. Evelyn's, I fre- 
quently ſaw him, as he was then on a 
viſit in the neighbourhood, She again 
ſpoke of him in the higheſt terms, and 
"lamented the miſunderſtanding. which 
made them ſtrangers to each other. 
' found by what ſhe ſaid, his mother was 

aunt to Lord Willoughby ; ſhe added, 
the preſent Duke was a ſtrange ca- 
e beings and: ſhe was very ſure 
| Dn, 


LE Ty ＋ E R xxx. , 


Wüaw, in his heart could not approve | 
his conduct, though while things re- 
mained in their preſent ſtate, he did 
not chooſe to act in n open a to 
his brother. add [5 


- 


when 1 ace to my y apartment Th 


: the evening, I began to conſider whether 1 | : 


conſiſtently with the plan I had for 5 
ought to remain in a family connect 


with Lord William; but the recollecton 
that they were not upon terms, removed 


my ſcruples, and the more eaſily, as I 
really believe I could fee him now with- 
out the leaſt diſcompoſure. I was, it is 
true, confuſed at the mention of his 

name, but that was owing to my being 
_  torally unprepared for it. Tou will 
Perhaps imagine, that my fondneſs for 
"little Edward aroſe from my ee 
previouſly diſcovered the reſi emblance 
© between him and his couſin; but if 1 
kaon my own bear, it did eee 
N „ dom 
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0 3 iir andy ant bribe 
"x a8 og ſome ys 1 a letter 
from Miſs Herbert, and another from 
Maria, in which ſhe expreſſes great 
;Fegret at my abſence; ſhe docs not 
ſpeak of her huſband, but Sophia tells 
me, I may make myſelf very eaſy about 
him, as he was gone for ſome months 
on a tour to che Highlands. Relieved 
from fear by this intelligence, 1 went 
5 the next morning to town, as I was 
anxious to ſee Mrs. Ellifon, and I. took 
dahat opportunity of engaging apartments 
Ys Charlotte-ſtreet, which 1 hope you 
and Sir William will be. pleaſed. with; 
and I alſo flatter myſelf .you will prevail 
on him to prolong his ſtay beyond the 
: intended. month, as I. believe. our excuræ 
255 ſion to the Continent will be deferred 
till early i in the ſpring. 52 read to Lady 
- Willoughby + that part of d letter 
e „ which. 
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which. Mel to her; ſhe. begs me to 


" * 
% 1 
1 ˖ how * 
5 * 1 * * 
5 : * . 
* * 
a, 


aſſure Sir William and yourſelf, that ſhe 


ſhall be, happy in an opportunity of 


being introduced to you, and renewing 


her acquaintance with him. I ſhall be 


moſt impatient for your- arrival, which 


nothing, I hope, will delay beyond the | 
ptember, Farewell, my 


middle of 


dear Julia, believe me, N 
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TT kanne Parks Sept, Vo 
ue Won have poſiibly already learned * 
the public Papers, the fatal event that | 
has happened in our family; an unex- 
pected one I cannot call it, as I have 
born ſor many months in continual ap- 
prehenſions that my unhappy brother's 
3 __ warmth of. diſpoſition, - muſt lead to 
ee melancholy cataſtrophe. Yet in 
this inſtance 1 have the ſatisfackion of 
„ 1 he was not the aggreſſor, and the 
e Cs „„ ᷑ 2 


8s indulgence. If my hurried ſpirits wilt 
7 permit, I will endeavour to give you 
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1 of reflecting that Heaven al- 


lowed him ſome days of recollection, : 


and that he made a proper uſe of its 


ſome account of this unfortunate 


affair. A few days fince, whilſt we 
were at breakfaſt, a ſervant came haſtily 
into the room, and told my father 
a gentleman wiſhed to ſpeak with him 
alone. I know not why, but there was 
ſomething in the man's look and manner 
that alarmed me, and in-a few- minutes {398 
hearing the bell ring with violence, 1 4 


ran into the library, where the firſt, and 


indeed the only object I ſaw,” was my 


father almoſt in a ſtate of inſenſibility. 


| Mr. Vernon, with a countenance as pale 
a death, was endeavouring to ſupport 
him. I enquired with the utmoſt ear» 
: neſtneſs, the caufe of this apparent 0 
diſtreſs, and was foon - informed by 
_ Charlotte, who ſat weeping in a corner 


* 


{ 
| 


„ 


_ 
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of the room, but whom 1 had not ob- 
ferved before, that my brother had been 
that morning wounded in a duel,” My 
fears inſtantly ſuggeſted that his wounds 
were mortal, and between my anxiety 
for him, and my apprehenſions for my 
father, I was almoſt in a ſtate of dif- 
traction: the latter, however, by proper 
remedies, ſoon recovered his recollection, 
and was indeed more compoſed than 1 
could have imagined poſſible. He 
determined to go immediately to Exeter, 
and I abſolutely: inſiſted upon -accom- 
panying him, though Mr. Vernon and 
Charlotte, who had come to the Park 
for that purpoſe, uſed every method to 
diſſvade me. When we arrived at the 
inn, to which my brother had been 
carried, Sir William deſired to ſee Mr. 
Allen, the furgeon who attended him; 
he wiſhed me to leave the room whilſt 
he ſpoke to: him, but as I can bear any | 
, ns N than — bY begged 
te 


1 2 * XXX. 2% 
to be pt to ſtay. * Mr. Allen at 
firſt, attempted to evade my father's. 
enquiries, but he was at length obliged | 
to'- confeſs that my © brother's wounds 


were mortal, though he might probably 


; live two. or three days ; he ſaid when 
the dreſſings were taken off the next 
day, he ſhould be able to give a more 
deciſive opinion; This I plainly. ſaw 


vas only ſaid to flatter us with a glean 


of hope; he adviſed us not to ſee him 
for ſome hours, as it 'was- neceſſary to | 
keep him perfectly quiet; but this pre- 
caution it was impoſſible to obſerve, for 
George inſiſted upon ſeeing us with ſo 
much vehemence, that it was thought bel 
leſs dangerous to comply with, than to 
refuſe his requeſt. When we entered 
the room, he addreſt us with the moſt 
affecting earneſtneſs; entreated my fa- 


ther to pardon the 'many- acts of dif= 


| obedience he had committed, and begged 
me not only to n but to baniſn 
0 a . GY „ from 8 
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| from: my. memory 'the unkindneſs with 
which he acknowledged he had behaved 
to me. I was too much moved to 
anſwer him by any thing but my tears, 
and by giving him my hand, which he 


preſt repeatedly to his lips: my father, 
who was more collected, aſſured him of 


his forgiveneſs, and told him he had 


always conſidered his errors with pity, 


as he knew they originated from a mind 
© -wounded by a hopeleſs attachment, and 
not from a depraved heart. My brother 
expreſt the warmeſt gratitude for this 
goodneſs; and ſaid, he thanked Heaven 
his conſcience was not oppreſt by any 


very heinous crime, yet (added he) how 


differently does the whole of my paſt 


conduct appear, from what i it did when 
1 thought myſelf ſecure of many years 


"Ibis of youth and health: the late action in 
% Te; 4 which I have been engaged, hangs with 
cular weight upon my mind; it is 


due, I met . . aumilingv. 
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: and would. have avoided fighting, could 
I have. done it conſiſtentiy with honour; - 
but I. fear this will be av weak plea at the 
aveful tribunal, where 1 ſhall ſoon 
appear; for tavght as I have ever been, 
to conſider duelling ina; criminal light, 
ought'the idea of falſe honour: to. have... 8 
induced me to act in contradiction tq th "I 
my principles, and diſobey the com; 

mands of my Creator, by hazarding my 


own life, and that of a fellow - creature. to : 
All the atonement. 1 can now, make, is 1 
by requeſting, you in the moſt earneſt + = 


manner, by all your hopes of my future 

happineſs, not to purſue. Mr. Edmund. I 
' fon: his own reflections will be. a ſuf- , - } 
ficient. puniſhment, and I could not lere 
this world with any degree of fortitude, _ 
were I to. imagine his death would * 
the conſequence of mine. 81 William 
promiſed every thing he deſiref. 1. W 

interrupted the Son rente en * . £1 
n George yould Aenne o 1 


. 4 — 
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 ' compoſe himſelf; he complied,” but 
- W we would ſend for Mr. Bar- 

gyman, who was once his 

: titor, and for whom he had ever a par- 

itcular veneration. This worthy” man 

inſtantly obeyed the ſummons; he found 

my brother greatly agitated, but after a 

- converſation which laſted more than an 

hour, left him tolerably calm, and much 

pleaſed with his promiſe of W with 

him as often as poſſible.” When his 

dreſſings were taken off, the two ſur- 

geons, who at my father's defire were 

called in to aſſiſt Mr. Allen, Joined in 

the opinion of his wounds being mortal. , 

The event fatally verified their pre- 

dictions, and the evening of the third 

day he expired, after à very painful 

ſſitruggle- Let, excluſive of his bodily 
* 5 * ſufferings, his laſt hours were more 

| ferene than could have been expected; 
this, under Heaven, I attribute ſolely to 

the attention of Mr. Barrington, who 


* 


? ſeldom 


vis as Aa» © 
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ſeldom left his bed-fide;” calmed his - 
doubts, relieved his fears, and aflifted 
him in every preparation for the ſolemn 
BD change. Though Mr. Allen had not 
from the firſt, the leaſt hopes of his 
recovery, he was very averſe to this gen- 
tleman's being ſo much in the apartment, 
but Sir William awed him into filence, 
by ſaying, however unuſual it might be 
to prepare for another world, he thought e 
it the ſureſt method of quitting this 


vitk hope and comfort. I believe both” 1 
my father and myſelf were benefitted at 
the time, by the exertions we made for 

. tle ſake of each other; and the more ſo 4 
5 being often ſeparated, we' had ful. 
cient opportunity to give way to our : 1 


grief without reſtraint. Indeed he bears 
this misfortune with uncommon re- 1 
fignation, though | T-am convinced he . 1 
deeply hurt by the loſs of a fon, who Fe « 4 
was the pride and darling of his heart; - — 
he told me this n it was doubly e 
. II. H ' incumbent _ 


3 
- 
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fo incumbent on him to bear the diſpen- 


ſations of Heaven without repining. 
«I am every hour, Julia (ſaid he) more 
ſenſible of my unkindneſs to your mother, 
and I conſider all the calamities I meet 


with, as a juſt puniſhment for a conduct 


1 ſhall never ceaſe to regret, and if my 
crimes to her are expiated by them, I 
| ſhall have greater reaſon to rejoice in, 
than to lament my ſufferings.” Ob- 
8 me mucheeaffected by this con- 


5 verſation, he turned it on other ſubjects, | 


and before I left the room, he aſked me 
if 1 had written to you: Tell your 
friend (ſaid he) you will ſtill have- the 
Wow ay of ſeeing her, though our viſit 
- to town muſt be deferred till the latter 
end of October: change of ſcene 1 is now 
mbre than ever neceſſary both for you 
and me, and I will not be ſo cruel as to 
_ diſappoint the hopes I have raiſed.” 11 1 
thanked him for his kind conſideration 
. me, and e 6e I was indeed de- 

5 1 


\ 


— 
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Vglted to hear he had not given up a- 
| ſcheme from which I hoped” ſo much 
ſatisfaction, and which would, I 1 
be 3 both to. "on health. and 
| Spirits,” ans | 


1 


How often, my dear Harriet, ds iT 
reflect on my brother's obſervation, of 
the different points of view in which 
our conduct appears under different cir⸗ 

cumſtances. During his life, I often 5 3 
thought him petulant, arrogant, and 
unkind; and now blame myſelf for not 
ſufficiently compaſſionating him, and 
allowing for the anguiſh his mind felt 
from the diſappointment of a paſſion, 
as ardent as ever warmed a human 
breaſt. He ought to have been ſoothed, 
not contradicted; yet though ſometimes 
hurried into warmth, 1 never behaved . 7 
with any intentional / want of tenderneſs, 7 
His conduct through the few days pre- 1 
/ceding his death, and his anxiety to ſave 
. . . . 


* * 
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Edmundſon from my father” 8 reſent- 
ment, is a proof that he had a generous 
- and feeling heart, though conſtant and 
early indulgence, by unaccuſtoming him 
to diſappointments, made him unable to 
bear the ſevere one he met from Miſs 
Vernon. I have not till yeſterday ſeen 
that | amiable girl, ſince the day ſhe 
accompanied her father, and aſſiſted him 
an breaking to us the unhappy affair of 
the duel. Mr. Vernon has been con- 
ſtantly with us, he always brought the 
kindeſt meſſages from her, and 'attri- 
buted her abſence to indiſpoſition; but 
I was convinced no flight illneſs would 
have kept her from me at ſuch a time, 
it ſhe had not been afraid of my father's 
| reſentment; who though he once ac- | 
quieſced in her refuſal of my brother, 
might now perhaps look upon it in a 
different light, and even conſider her as 
the firſt eauſe of his misfortunes. I was 
2 e doubtful as to this Point, 
nor 


* 


* 


. nl” > 1 
"ors * ? WP Z 
3 * 4 
% 5 4 * 7 x 
: * : j Of "i 


yeſterday relieved ' my embarraſſment, 
by deſiring me to invite her to ſpend 
ſome days with us. I felt great pleaſure 
in obeying this. command, and the 
complied with my requeſt Without he- 
ſitation. We had a long and melan- 
choly converſation before Sir William 
joined us; ſhe N confeſt the idea I had 


formed was juſt, and that though un- 
conſcious of having behaved improperly, 
| ſhe hadinexpreſlibly dreaded the thoughts 


of ſeeing him. When he entered the 
room, her countenance ſufficiently 
evinced what paſt- in her mind; the” 
trembled, turned as pale as death, and 
* verily thought would have fainted; | 
he was - himſelf greatly affected, and 
walked twice to the window before he 
could articulate a word. At laſt, 119% 
| her hand, © Charlotte (ſaid he) why this 
agitation? That you ſympathize in our 
_—_— 1 can eaſily eee but. vou 

„ 3 55 wear 
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nor bew in het manner to act, till he 
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wear an appearance of terror as well as 
of grief; after what paſt between us a 
few months ſince, you cannot ſuppoſe 
me ſo unjuſt as to harbour any reſent- | 
ment againſt you. Could you have 
loved my ſon we might all have been 
happy, but I had no right to expect you 
to ſacrifice your peace to his-wiſhes-or 
to mine, and as you never trifted with 
his paſſion, led him on by falſe pre- 
tences, nor deceived him in any one 
| particular, I neither blame you, nor 
ought you to blame yourſelf, for an 
event which could not be foreſcen. As 
a friend of Julia's, and the object of my 
poor boy's affections, you will ever be 
dear to me, and the generous concern 
. which was viſible in your countenance, 
when you firſt communicated the in- 
intelligence of his being wounded, has 
encreaſed the eſteem I always felt for 
vou. Charlotte wept with violence, 
i whilſt Jy: a was s ſpeaking, but ſoon' 
recovering 


N LETTER xxx. we” 
recovering, expreſt the 000 gra- 
titude for hig mildneſs and candour. 
After this we all grew more com- 
poſed, and ſpent the day in a kind 1 
ol ſoleinn ſerenity. In the evening we 
received the encloſed letter from Mr. 
Oſborne, my brother's ſecond; it awoke 
every painful emotion, yet at the ſame 
time gave us the trueſt ſatisfaction, by 
; convincing us George's behaviour was 
as little culpable as the nature of the 
caſe would allow. I with to exculpate 
him as much as poſſible in your opinion, 


ſince I have too often unneceſſarily de- 


ſcanted on his faults, and that I have 
done ſo, even to you, my deareſt friend, 

is now, believe me, a ſource of real 
unhappineſs to your | 


„ | Ever faichful 


| Joua RaynsronD, 
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malicious people, that it was my inſti- 
gation which induced Mr. Raynsford to 
engage in the duel, which ended ſo 
fatally for him, and fo unfortunately 
for me, ſince J loſt by it, the friend 
in the world, for whom 1 had the 
ſincereſt regard; I can no longer in 
: juſtice to myſelf, defer giving you a 
$7 particular a account of this melancholy - 
| 1 affair; 


Wo 
to 
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affair; and I do it with the more con- 
fidence, as I am ſure you cannot but 
approve of your ſon's conduct through 5 


the whole, though 1 acknowledge M 
is now but a painful ſatisfaction. 1 


- ſhould not ſo long have delayed this 
explanation, if I had not been prevent 


ed from waiting on or writing to you, 


by the wound in my arm, which though 
light, has been attended with a good 
deal of inconvenience. I am told vou 
have more than once enquired after me; 
which confidering the ſtate of mind-you _ 
- muſt have vente eee vp? By 
ticular attention. e e 


4 


| The 8 e the fatal day, 
1 robbed you of a ſon, and me of a 
_ moſt. valued. friend, , Mr. Raynsford; 
myſelf, and a large party of gentlemen, 
ſupped at the houſe of Major Aubrey; > 
the converſation turned on the merit of 


e N when Mr. 
H 5 Edmundfon 
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Edmundſon declared that though he was 
very young when he ſaw Mrs. Crawford 
act Roſalind, he was certain ſhe could 
not be excelled in that part.. Mr. 
Raynsford, who you know was an en- 
thuſiaſtick admirer of Mrs. Siddons, 
oppoſed this opinion; the diſpute grew 
warm by degrees; your ſon. was un- 
uſually calm, but irritated his antago- 
niſt ſo much by ſome ſatcaſtic expreſ- 
ſions, that he loſt all patience, and made 


Liuſe of language very unbecoming a 


gentleman. The company now inter- 
| fered, and by dint of entreaty and. per- 
| ſvaſion, to appearance reconciled the op- 
ponents; yet Edmundſon's countenance 
retained a ſullenneſs, which obſerved, 
but had no idea of the conſequences. 
We ſeparated about twelve, and I had 
not been i in bed more than four hours, 
when my ſervant awoke me, and ſaid 


Mir. Raynsford was below and defired to 


So TI _ me PN.” When he en- 
5 tered 


, 


/ 
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tere the room, he put a note into my 


hand, which I found to be a challenge 
from Edmundſon; it was written in very 


violent terms, and. inſiſted upon his 
meeting him at ſeven o'clock, with any - 


gentleman he ſhould chooſe fot his ſe- 


cond. This he told me he had received 


in leſs than an hour after we parted, 


and that in the anſwer which he re- 


turned. immediately, he had taken, the 
| liberty of naming me as the perſon 
Who would accompany him. I faid 


I was always ready to be of ſervice . 
to him, but that I wiſhed he would 
allow me to endeavour to accommodate 


this quarrel, which appeared to me of 
too trifling a nature, to be carried to 
ſuch an height. Nr. Ray nsford replied, 


he was an enemy to duelling, even when 
the cauſe was of far greater moment, 


but that he was determined to meet 


Edmundſon, and if poſſible, make him 
E that he was very imperti- 


Hs e e 
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nent the night before; and if, added he, 
1 can bring him to this, I will on my 
ſide, confeſs that I ſaid. ſome provoking 


_ things, which J ought not, as he was 
* viſibly fluſtered, though not intoxicated; 
and you may depend upon it Oſborne, 


this affair will end without bloodſhed. 
As I faw he was determined, and was of 
his opinion, I made no further attempts 
to diſſuade him. We. were at the place 
of appointment a few minutes before 
-Mr.Edmundſon and Captain Moleſworth 


we - appeared ; after the civilities uſual on 

| ſuch occaſions, Mr. Raynsford deſired 

Edmundſon would attend to him a few 

minutes, ©. I believe Sir, ſaid he, my 
. character is tod well eſtabliſned, for 
me to fear the i imputation of cowardice, 

if I fay, that I wiſh not to looſe my own 

life, or take yours, for fo trifling a cauſe 


as our laſt night's quarrel. - Your ac- 


| . knowledging vou were not entirely 
"Ab: maſter of your Oe will hs: a ſuffici- 


ent 


| ent ogy to me for language 1 could 
' not otherwiſe overlook, and for a chale 
lenge which I imagine was written be- 
fore you had time for reflection; and on 


my fide, I am willing to allow, that as 1 5 F a 


your ſituation was Wine 1 ought not 


to kave irritated you. —**, Tou may, 


replied Edmundſon, conſid er my con- 
duct in what light you pleaſe, but how- 
ever trifling the. diſpute originally was, 
= will never. forgive that inſolent cons 
tempt by which you expoſed me to the 
ſneers of the whole company, unleſs you 
chooſe . to beg my pardon before the 
very company.“ — o that, returned 
Mr. Raynsford, 0 Tan, cannot ſuppoſe 


I ſhall ſubmit.“ “ Then Sir, anſwer⸗ 
ed the other, 4: bope I ſhall obtain 
à ſatisfaction - ſtill more ample :” 08} 
on this they drew, Edmundſon fought 
Vith ſuch rage, that he kept no guard, Ft 
and Mr. Raynsford might ſeveral times 
have taken his life with caſe; but I plains 
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_ yaw he ated only on the defenſive, or 5 
' at moſt; wiſhed to diſarm or give him a 
flight wound; but at length by a plunge, | 
” which had in it more of fury chan ſuill, 
ERP Edmundſon ran his ſword up to the 
baut in the body of my friend. I ſaw 
. ſtagger, and ran to ſupport him, 
at the fame time calling on his .advey- 
fary to deſiſt, but he was ſo blinded with 
paſſion, that he attempted to repeat a 
. already too deciſive; by Which 
. means received a wound in my right 
_— arm. Upon tis Captain Moleſworth 
TEE interfered, and telling him he acted 
more like an aſſaſſin than à man of 
| honour, bade him, if he valued His life, 
make che beſt of his way out of the 
2 kingdom, as his evidence, if called 
upon, muſt be in his disfavouf. 5 Then 
turning to me, “ Oſborne (ſaid he) 
. this 18a ſhocking affair, I wiſh 1 had 
never engaged in it, as l know. not how 
fax I itt be conſidered ; as a any 
Fee LON 


F 
1 


1 E x 7 1 "Y xxx. WF” 7 5 - 
22 ſhall. Keep myſelf. concealed cit ſee 7 


how. it is likely, to terminate; but 
; £ before 1 take any ſteps for my o-] Ʒ1ũ 
3 F: will ſend a ſurgeon to you 3 
there ought to haye been one provided, 
bot this buſineſs was begun and con- 
ducted by folly.” The furgeon and 


proper aſſiſtance ſoon arrived, and your '+ 5 5 | 
fon. was conveyed to Exeter. With © Wh 


what paſt from that time'to the moment 
of his death, am totally unacquainted, | 
bur l have. been told he engaged aur 
promiſe never to proſecute Mr. Ed- 
mundfon; this was truly generous in 
him, nor could yo refuſe the requeſt 


of a dying: fon; yet pardon me for 5 9 


ſayipg, this lenity was more than e 
deſerved. I hope 1 am not of a vin- 
dictive diſpoſition, yet I could: with 


| pleaſure avow all I have written in a 4, | 


court of juſtice. His behaviour was 
cruel and ferocibus, and averſe as I ever 
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* - is +” me , 


am to duelling, 1 now more than ever 
I ; deen the practice which puts the braveſt 


15 When you are enough recovered. to 
fee me with tolerable compoſure, I hall 
8 5 take the liberty of paying my reſpects to 


pe e Rayns ford Un in the mean 
time, I am, Sir, with ea 
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but to viſita poor half-pay lieutenant, 
who has no place to receive you in but 
| - 3% literally a cottage;, and I am fo vain, 
vo or to ſpeak more propetly, ſo confident - 
„ your friendſhip, that I. am certain 
vou would not refuſe me. I cannot, 
. convenience, give you a, meeting 
in town, as I once intended, and as 
FC, your return from abroad is uncertain, 
I ſhall be diſſatisfied if I do not ſee you : 
before you go. From ſome ungyarded 
FEE expreſſions 1a your late letter, 1 am 
inclined to think you have taken up an 
L unfavourable impreſſion of Louiſa; and | 
I vim to convince you that the deſerves | 
the ſacrifice 1 made her, though, I con- g : 
feſs it was a painful one. The feminine 
gentleneſs of her manner, her unvarying 
| tenderneſs, and her conſtant ſolicitude 
do make me happy, have every hour 
N | encreaſing influence on my mind: yet 
| 1 acknowledge there are ſtill moments, 
ICS ben the idea 1 Juli Nane 
8 0 „„ 0, 3 
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1 with a thouſand Pe 
races, a thouſand undeſcribable charms 


of mind and perſon, riſes to my imagina- 
tion, and forces me in ſpite of myſelf, 


to regret thoſe hours which muſt never = 


* 


return; but 1 check theſe improper 
thoughts the inſtant I can recollect my- 


** 


- 


they occur leſs frequently. To forget 
the moſt amiable, the moſt attractive ok 


women, is impoſſible, but if I can bring 

myſelf to remember her only as an 
object of admiration, as almoſt: belong- | 
ing to a ſuperior order of beings, „1 * 
. 50 a e material e 


: »* 
n "OR N 


25 


1 mutt quit this ſabjedt; ; it is the firſt 
Gan ſince my marriage that I have 
_ ventured to repeat her name, and I find 
I cannot yet do it without emotions too 
painful to be ſupported; I told you in 
che beginning of my. letter, 1 had no 


place to receive you in but a cortagh, - 


by 


ſelf, and have the ſatisfaction of finding + | 0 
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yew H ſhall be diſappointed, if you 40 
not admire the elegance with Which 
I _ Loviſa, who is uncommonly ſkeilful in 
8 = Works of fancy, has adorned out humble 


habitation; we have no attendant but a 
little Welch girl, yet our domeſtic 


cconomy is ſo well arranged, that « every 


& 


as it may appear, conſidering the way 
in which I was educated, my time of 


- life, and fondneſs for ſociety, 1 ſhould 


be perfectly happy in this ſolitude, could 
1 entirely efface from my breaſt the 


image of the beautiful, the accompliſhed | 


| Julia, Our mode of life is perfectly 


1 engage 


in family affairs, 1 amuſe 


9 2 
r 
- * » * , k i. = "I. 


| thing appears in perfect order. : Strange 


. ſimple, yetT haye hitherto. found em- 
ploymeènt enough . to ſecure” me from . 
| languor. In the morning, whilſt Loviſa : 


myſelf by cultivating a little garden, 
1 1 in another year will amply 1 repay 
my toil, by affording me a variety of 
beautiful as vel 45 Rd e ; 
/. 


\ 
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£ ie afternoons. we generally devote 
rambles about this romantic count 


7 . N 


When the weather is unfavourable, 
read. to Louiſa whilſt ſhe: works, © Flee 
company her guittar with my voice, 1 


and ſometimes make her ling to 5 Zi 
flute. . Though. if was attended with (1 

ſome expence, I removed very good 
h collection of books, Which | 54 
: * . from Saliſbu to this place, 8 
: e ones of. 11 
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8 | Bbſides theſe advantages; we poileſs 0 one 
Se Which! is, I believe, uncommon in this 
country, that of having two excellent 8 
neighbours in the curate and his wife, | 
who live only half a mile fiom us: the 
ig.” rector, to his honour, allows Mr. Evans 
„a better ſtipend than is generally paid 
. the inferior clergy, and as Mrs. Evans 
Don had ſome little fortune, they are enabled 
3 live with decency. This worthy 
couple, though not poliſhed, have that 
natural courteſy which flows from be- 
5 nevolence, and have already ſnewn 
© Loviſa and me repeated. acts of kindneſs. 
Mt, Evans is a man of ſome reading 
| and ſome. converſation ; ; and his wife, 
3 With a good deal of ſenſe, is admirably 
| well qualified to inſtruct mine in a va- 
riety of little domeſtic articles, neceſſary 
3 to our comfort. I know you are no 
Fi ave to the pleaſures of the table, but 
5 I can venture to promiſe a variety of 
bundle | delicacies, e as ] little 
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188 dairy and poultry-yard will amply . 
afford: we have alſo excellent. fruit 


from. the rectorꝰs garden, for which we 
are obliged to Mr. Evans, who has the 


uſe of it i in his abſence.” „% è ë ůũ Cs 


. : 


[Aims yy my n e wha Th 1 5 


vou wrote laſt, was ſo generouſly agitated | 
by your concern for me, that you ſaid 


5 S = 


nothing of your own affairs, nor men- Si 


tioned a word of my relations in the 


part of the world where you are; as to 


the latter, with two exceptions, 1am 
totally indifferent, but from what I have 
; heard of Lord. Murray, and what E 
know of his ſiſter, they poſſeſs my 


eſteem and beſt wiſhes. Is your brother's 


paſſion for Miſs Mackenzie likely. to 
ſucceed? I feel intereſted in the event of 
every attachment, but that you, Who 


never knew the force of love, ſhould pity 
_ inſtead of ridiculing the woes it inflicts, 


| IS a ah 24 of real' e ol ſentiment; 5 
OT 3 yet 15 
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vet L once more than half fulpeRted y you 


were going to ſacrifice your 


che ſhrine of that lady in whoſepraiſe you 
were ſo laviſh in one of your letters, but 


you have never mentioned her ſince, and 
1 therefore hope I am miſtaken; I ſay 
hope, becauſe if not, I have been guilty 
of an unpardonable omiſſion: that very 
MIB egg is the boſom friend of Julia, 
but I did not know this till a conſidera- 
ble time after I had received that letter; 


but you had then left Northamptonſhire 


without any intention of returning, and 
I bluſh to confels,/ that my mind was 
then ſo occupied by my oun feelings, 
that I always forgot to tell you this cir- 


cumſtance, though conftantly intending 


it whenever I wrote. I ſhall wait. with 
impatience for 2 next men, n am 


* 
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. „„ relative and ſocial duties, ſince . 
1 cluſive of every other conſideration, the 
ſlighteſt breach of them is always ſooner 
odr later attended by the moſt painful 
rxrxellections; but the delicacy of your 
mind too often leads you to miſtake 
| ſhadows for realities, and you ſuffer 
195 more from an imaginary failure, than 
many others experience from a decided 
- conſciouſneſs of guilt, Lou never men- 
tioned Mr. Raynsford to me but witk 
more compaſſion than anger, and always 
ertenuated his errors, by aſcribing them 
to the ſource from whence they un- 
doubtedly ſprung. Your altercations 
| _ --* were poſſibly more frequent than might 
have been wiſhed, but did you ever 
begin them, or retain- reſentment for 
a2 moment, when he appeared wil 
ing to make the ſlighteſt conceſ. 
ſions? Did you ever give him unne- 
ceſſary pain, loſe an opportunity of al 
Oy to kin — or of pro- 01 
W . a 


LETTER xxx.” "me 
moting his intereſt wich your. father? © 


. Aſk your heart; my beloved friend, 8 


theſe few ſimple queſtions z and its 
anſwer, if you judge your own conduct 
With the candour with which you con- 
ſider that of others, will entirely remove 
your uneaſineſs. Diſtreſſing as the late 


event certainly was, your brother's be- : 


haviour previous t to his death, the account 
contained in Mr. Oſborne's letter, and 


the proper reſignation with which Sir | 


William bears this misfortune, are 


powerful motives for conſolation. 1 ye : 


believe I once obſerved. to you before, 
and every day's experience convinces 
me of the truth of the obſervation, that 
there is nothing in which the mercy of 
'All Gracious Being- is more evidentlx 


diſplayed, than in thoſe alleviating cir- 


cumſtances, which always Accompany” 
the ſtrokes of adverſity. There is not 


any one of us, if we look back upon 


our pb lives, but muſt confeſs that the 
„ 12 12 | heavieſt 
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WW relative. and ſocial duties, ſince ex- 


cluſive of every other conſideration, the 
ſlighteſt breach of them is always ſooner 
or later attended by the moſt painful 
rellections; but the delicacy of your 


mind too often leads you t6 miſtake 


ſhadows for realities, and you ſuffer 
$2 more from an imaginary failure, than 


many others experience from a decided 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, You never men- 
tioned Mr. Raynsford to me but with 
more compaſſion than anger, and always 
etenuated his errors, by aſcribing them 


to the ſource from whence they · un- 
doubtedly ſprung. Your altercations 


5 were poſſibly more frequent than gt 


have been wiſhed, but did you ever 
begin them, or retain reſentment for 
a moment, when he appeared wil- 

ing to make the ſlighteſt conceſ- 
ſions? Did you ever give him unne- 
cebſſaty pain, loſe an opportunity of 

; e BY RES Ra is or of pro- 
ft . moting 


LETTER xxx.” 5 


moting his intereſt with your. father? 


. Aſk your heart, -my beloved friend, 5 


theſe few ſimple queſtions; and its 
anſwer, if you judge your own conduct 
with the candour with which you con- 
ſider that of others, will entirely remove 
your uneaſineſs. Diſtreſſing as the late 


event certainly was, your brother's be- 


haviour previous t to his death, the account 


contained in Mr. Oſborne's letter, and 
the proper reſignation with which Sir 
William bears this misfortune, are 
powerful motives for conſolation. * 


believe I once obſerved to you before, 


and every day's experience convinces 
me of the truth of the obſervation, that 


there is nothing i in which the mercy © 


All Gracious Being is more evidentlx 
| diſplayed, than in thoſe alleviating cir- 


cumſtances, which always accompany 
the ſtrokes of adverſity. There is not 
any one of us, if we look back upon 
our bre ang: but muſt confeſs that the 
12 e hbeavieſt 
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who has preſerved us from intolerable 
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William has nos given up his-ſcheme of 
| coming to town; if he had F would 
with his permiſſion, have immediately 
attended you at the Park; but 


delay, and feel che utmoſt impatience 


to: ſee you, yet as 1 hope to have that 
area in a very fem I would 


ay  this-part adobe word 
at 52 ragy My worthy friend, Mrs. 


- Elliſon, is very ill with a nervous fever; 
her life is not, 1 


| gination. 1 have ſeen I 
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day, and as ſhe appears to receive no 
Ho "but from my ſociety, 1 have, 
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ady illoughby! 8 permiſſion, 
Phe to remain a month with her. 
I ſhall go to London to-morrow for that n 
purpoſe, and beg your next ON OY IE 


be directe. to Cornhill; by that time, DN 17 | 15 


| hope you will be © on the point of . „ 
Raynsford Park. After an abſence of peg: 
twelye months, your own heart will tel 
you how impatient I muſt be to em- 9 
brace a friend I ſo entirely love. No 
vin, 1 hope, damp the 
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. v will fee by the Ge tik 1 bare 
left the Glen. 1 quitted the amiable 
family there ſome days fince with regret, 
but was obliged by a former promiſe, 
to pay a ſhort viſit to Mr. Lindfay, 
PE? i 1 took leave of Scotland. 1 
received your letter this morning, and 

dall moſt willingly comply with your 
. _ It ] am dure: ws the implied 
. | 8 „ . 5 5 e 
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| | apology with which- 26 began. You | ; Fo | | 


of mankind put together, when I am 
going to repeat my travels over Deg. 
from no other motive that 1 know of 
but «reſtleſs deſire of changes: Wi . Fs: 


as to imagine I ſhould claim the leaſt 
merit from undertaking comparatively 
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cannot ſurely think ſo meanly of me, 


a ſhort journey, to ſee the friend whom 
I love and value more than all the reſt - 


pee my „ Tenddny Hamilton, Thad. 


vo defign of ſpeaking ſlightly of Louiſa, 3 
but my mind, when I wrote laſt, was 55 1 
irritated to ſuch a degree that I ſcarcely: BY 
knew what I ſaid, by the anguiſh viſible - 155 5 


in every line of that letter, to which | 


mine was an anſwer, You did not, it 


is true, mention Miſs Raynsford, but 9 
I plainly ſaw. your heart was torn to 


pieces by contending paſſions, among 


| which” love for her was the moſt pre- 


| valent, and 1 e not bear the re- 
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conſciouſneſs for the. Part vou 


* 9 234 
SS XX 
8 3 
— 
7 5 , 
: . 
1 Sri 
1 * 4 9 
A - 
= by 1 * 
* 
. 
F * * * 
* 
' 


1 is * WAP. > 4 


n FO 


of jar | N ten Baß ave convinced 
me vou have behaved as. you ought, | 


-xendernefs of your wife, and your own 
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quaintance to doubt whether it was 
not in reality me inſtead of Harry, who. 
was to be favoured with her hand; bot 
a. is at W finally „ as 
ight ſince, and 
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' tance. You know Ellinor, and it would 
therefore be unneceſſary to deſcribe her 
beautiful perſon or amiable mind. The 
old Earl is certainly verging faſt to 
another ſtate of exiſtence; he has been 
for ſome time in a confirmed dropſy, 
oy but his bodily - ſufferings have not 
* . amended his heart, nor ſoftened his 
mind: both his grand- children behave 
to him with the moſt dutiful attention, 
but though they are too good to har- 
bour, much leſs to expreſs ſuch a 
; thought, all their acquaintance in this 
i part of the world rejoice that Heaven 
' + was pleaſed to take away their father. 
: The old gentleman cannot poſſibly live 
many months, and they will then be 
releaſed from tyranny, but had the late 
Lord Murray ſucceeded him, they would 
e have been little benefited by 
the exchange. I have reaſon to think 
pour uncle would not be diſpleaſed, 
wete Ellinor and myſelf to farm an at- 
. LY” CEL, . +} tachment 
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9 client more tender than kriendhip. ON 1 
but ſhe has, I fancy, formed a different 
1 plan, and is too much prepoſſeſſed in, 


favour of Colonel Douglas, who fol- „„ 


lowed her laſt winter like a ſhadow, | 35 1 


1 ever to transfer her affections; and as = 


=. myſelf, though 1 have the higheſt , 
Br. reſpect for the whole fox its general, and 


the trueſt eſteem for her, and many 
others as individuals, 1 have not, at 
pfreſent, the moſt diſtant idea of mar- 
"Tying. I never ſaw but one woman Who 
mode; a real impreſſion on my heart; and 
that you may plume yourfelf on your | 
F eee TE will confeſs that woman 
was Harriet Evelyn. Without the leaſt . 
affeckation, the ſlighteſt tincture of pe. 
dantry, conceit, or conſciouſneſs of ſu- 
pexrior merit, her mind, ade, - . 
and perſon, appear to be equally fault - | 
leſs. A painter, who wiſhed to perſonify- . 
and blend | in one figure, mildneſs, can - 
Hour, and benevolence, would laue been 
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my introduction I was infor: 


form my + Kh Dede, 


3 intelligence, which by the way did not 


mie him in my opinion, that his lovely 
5 «couſin was totally dependent upon him, 
vor any other conſideration, ſhould 
dieterred me from o 
and fortune. 1 know my b wil 
do form an alliance between me and Mi 


| Campbell, but 1 never gave into it; 
conſulted reaſon or 


"x 


* 


f has ſo. 


| Could not have objected to mine, had it 
Her Grace, 
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ttird week in October, and my brother 
will never forgive me if I do not pay 
him a viſit before I go. As to all my 
+- ther friends, they muſt excuſe me if 
I wave ſeeing them, /that I may devote 
my time to you, I fear I ſhall not be 
ina very good humour when I ſee the 
3 Duke, as I am much diſſatisfied with 
his behaviour to Lord Willoughby; yet 
As l ſhould be unwilling to quit England 
on unpleaſant terms with him, I ſhall 
let chings remain as they are till my 
retürn; but if by that time the diſpute 
beètween them is not accommodated, 1 
ſhall no longer think myſelf obliged to 
ſäacrifice my connections with a family, 
ſo amiable and ſo nearly allied to me, to. | 
nen his e cg 5 10 25 | 
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5 Farewell my dear Hamilton, believe 
IS me evet your's, „ 
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1 FLATTER myſelf, my 4 Jh, Lad) 
Willoughby" s letters have in ſome. 
meaſure calmed your apprehenſions; 


and to convince vou how much 1 am 
recovered, I now intend giving you a 


nute account of the ſhocking affair 
which occaſioned my illaeſs: we are ſo 
to meet might defer this, but 
imp ient for parti- 

to damp . 


2 


” 1 7 "I : 9 1 7 ; * 
1 * "AL 1 i * : 4 5 5 Yy. 
- " Wo 4 . 5 1 
4,4 * F F &- 
* * 15 Us | 
1 + . 4 4 . - : 
[ * 
. * 9 5 _ 
- . 7”, 
- . 
* ? Y — ” 
3 a — * ” 
o 1 9 * * * 
1 | 
4 * Fs 
, 4 4 1 y 8 
: 8 : 4 — 
74 or - £ 
* 1 — 
Ul " 
* % 
* 
Wy * 
© Y * 
\ I Fi % # &-Y . * 
OL "4 £ us 
4 — * - \ * 
* 4 N F 
4 
. . 
- ; : a ” 
» a ; , ” + * 2 
* * 
* 1 , 4 : 
* "5. — — 
* * 0 4 * 
7. 
* \ OY 
444 4 % 7 80 — - 
, - ; n Ga ; 
* L — * & 85.4 
* . * 1 A . - » N 
” N 3, 1 
” : * 7 — 
— 1 x 2 1 A & 4 
7 * | 28 A | 8 
P 5 2 - * 0 XY * * * - = 


{i 


7 


- 


—— 


243 K* 


— Gy no —˙*¾‚nQb—— on 


[ 
[ 
5 
#4 
3 
E, 
; 


* 


* * "PIR 3 
9 IS % P 4 5 ' 36 * 8 
2s 2 þ * % * 5 * = 12 - 
* 5 9 "By 7 Op 3 5 Roy R 
7 k 4 ** 4 '% - þ - 5 * 3 4 3 * ; * 
= : * » 3 * A * © +: 
* i \ "4 4 * „ 8 7 
5 7 * x a % * : * | 
n f e pl I: 
* — Ky ? . % 5 4 
by _ —— $ 8 wy 
* 1 ! 2 
8 FF 
— 1 * eee 
3 
2 — 
5s 


pay: thoſe minutes, 5 a relation. 
of ſcenes which I ſhall. never recolle& 
. without terror, a terror that however 
muſt be always mingled with gratitude 
to that Providence, by whoſe protection 
1 was enabled to e from 1 
the een. e 


v 5 


1 old: you, in my lat, 1 was going 


to ſpend a month with Mrs. Elliſon; 
I found her extremely ill, but ſhe grew 


FL better the next day: from that time I 


had the pleaſure of ſeeing her mend 
every hour, and the ſatisfaction 

knowing that my attention had con- 
tributed to her recovery. This, the 
bappineſs of my ſituation with I. 
Willoughby, and the joy 1 experienoe 
from the letter which, fixed the day of 
your coming to town, all united to har- 
monize my 1 o . Shak iq 
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Ins one morning fitting 15 3 
the grateful e x A 
| ible, and as we came 8 
Piccac luck t to drive 
| che . 
accident one 3 the” wheels was torn off, 
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J am afraid I ſhall be blamed for ſtaying, 
_unkfs you will' be ſo good as to make 
haſte.” I was myſelf too anxious to be 

with Lady Willoughby, not to comply 
with the man's requeſt, and I only ſtaid 
„ inform Mrs. Elliſon of what had 
9 happened. When I was in the coach, 
James told me we muſt go round to 
4 Charlotte- ſtreet, Rathbone- Place, to take 

up Dr. Waterford, as he had called there 

in the morning, and not finding the 
Doctor at home had left a meſſage, | 
begging him to be in readineſs. to ge- 

. company me. I faid it was very well, A 

and defired he would order the coach- 

man to make all poſſible haſte; my 
mind was ſo occupied by Lady Wil- 
loughby's danger, that I had not. the 
moſt diſtant idea of any to myſelf; 1 
was well acquainted with the ſervant, 
and Miſs Herbert's letter had lulled 
me into perfect ſecurity with reſpect to 
"Evelyn. We drove vin the utmoſt 
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1 and in a ſhort time the coach | 


| Nopped at a large handſome | houſe in 


| Charlotte-ſtreet; a ſervant in a „ 
livery ſtood at the door, which I have 
fince recollected was open, no doubt to 
_ conceal from me that the name upon it 
Was not Waterford, but Macaulay. 
F ames ſpoke to the man in a low voie, 
then coming to me, ſaid, the Doctor 
2 been waiting for me, but finding 
1 

a patient at the next door, but would . 
be back immediately; and, in the mean 
time, Mrs. Waterford defired I would 
Alight; to this I objected z but upon his 
telling me the harneſs wanted ſome 
trifling alteration, and that as the horſes | 
were ſpirited, I might be alarmed: if I 


aid in the coach, I conſented. Though | 
I had no ſuſpicion, I now aſked James 
why Dr. , of whom the family 


had the higheſt opinion, was not ſent 


ber . bog any other 9 he 


4 258 lied, 
K 8 | 5 N . 
7 ; ' 
| FAR ONCE 

£ 
A ; 


* - 


* r © . 


: A 


id not arrive, was juſt ſtepped in to 1 | 


* 
3 
x 
* 
* * 
1 
- 
— 
Fo, 
1 
' 


= 
TY OO, 
e eee ed 


. 
* 
- 
y "of 
* 
. 
* 5 
7 
* 
3 
* 
1 
* 
- 
- = 
* 4 
* 
1 
"4%. 
* 
? # 1 
A ; 
. 
LI . 
= 
. 
— 
— 
t 
= 
* . 
i 
* 
* 
* 
S 
* 
* 
* — ” 
"4 
_ 
Hi 
* 
„ 7 
" 
= 
: 4 
4 
1 
A 
3 
* 
” 
4 
» 
l 
I 
x - 
7 


— 


- 


2 * P 5 
F * . 
\ 7 wh IS * * 
5 1 n * 
. - & \ 92 * 
; "I n 
5 „. wy 
* 0 „ . * 
2 7. 2 4 ; 
N I : 
* 
2 . A 
_ * 1 
4 5% FA 
: * 
— 10 0 
- . 
- : = ; 
* 
1 A 
* = 
— 
- 2 


* 1 2 — 3 8 ; | | 
hy : 7 1 8 5 3 7 * * . * 7 


* 


ry 
** 
— 


s RAYNSFORD PARE, 


m os: preat 
been Hors 0 


* 4 


to go without him, but chat l _— 
would be fo | as to fol 
diately, The lay | affured me 
expected him every moment, and en- 
deavoured 40, attention by 
tur the-converſatign an 
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to an agony 6 paſſion” and 
violent, chat even this 
ed ſtartled by 
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collecting herfelf, the opened a = | 
which led to another room, and deſired 
Mr. Evelyn would make his appearance, 


as ſhe really knew not what to do with 
me. He obeyed the ſummons, but 
| hardened | as. he was in wickedneſs, Was 
+ evidently afraid to meet my reproaches: 
gaining, however, more confidence by 
degrees, he threw himſelf at my feet, 
and intreated me to hear him; but 1 
would attend to nothing he ſaid, and 
inſiſted in the moſt abſolute terms, on 
being allowed to quit the houſe im- 
e Strange as it may appear, 


his preſence gave me courage, which 1 
can only account for by concluding my 


| reſentment. got the better of my fear, 8 
and 1 am ſorry to ſay 1 it, almoſt got the : 
better of my diſcretion, for I upbraided 
both him and his vile aſſociate with Y 


extreme. ſeverity. This 1 confeſs was 


5 impolitic, but the natural calmneſs of | 


my 1 we way to the ſhock 1 
| 6-3 ; Pare 
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power of a wretch, who I doubt not, 


1 felt the higheſt triumph at the diſtreſs 
he had occaſioned. Mr. Evelyn ſuffered _ 


me for ſome time to vent my anger 
without! interruption, but at length ſaid, 
« This is not the firſt time, Harriet, 
that 1 have experienced the violence of | 
temper that lurks under that ſerene 


countenance; but you are not now 
under the protection of Mrs. Evelyn, 


] would therefore adviſe you, for your 


own ſake, to be leſs laviſh of your in- 
vectives. 'Wc have been accuſtomed to 


| ſpeak plainly to each other, and I will 


open my whole heart to you without 
diſguiſe: i in the firſt place, 1 glory in · 


ſtead of bluſning at the ſucceſs . of my 


| artifice, but I will not make an unge- 
nerous uſe of the power it has given mez 


unleſs you force me to it, You, mult. 


| remember the propoſal I made to you 


at North. iin! in the . * 
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ee when 1 found myſelf in the | 
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192. navnators Pak, | 
Mrs. mn 5 
that I will inſtantly ſettle. one third of 
my fortune upon you, and accompany 
you ta France, Italy, or any part of the 
Continent, if you will but behave to me 
with gentleneſs, and give me hopes of 
one day poſſeſſing, your heart.” —©© Ne- 
5 ver, never (replied I with vehemence) | 
| give way to a hope that is equally 
wicked and vain; to me you muſt 
always be an object of, deteſtation, and 
though inſtead of being protected by 
your amiable wife, Lam now in the 
houſe of a woman, who had ſhe not 
been as worthleſs as yourſelf, would not 
have afliſted the ſcheme you boaſt of; 
yet I have no doubt, as I once. before | 
| told you, that Providence will protect 3 
me. —* If (anſwered he) I did not lere 
you better than ever man loved woman, 
I could not bear your continued decla- 
- ration of averſion; - but when 1 have 
 thewn LNG the reverſe of * e 1 
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jolt now drew, of the happineſs we 
might poſſeſs in each other's: ſoeiety, vou 


will, perhaps, endeavour to bring your 
ſtubborn heart to ſome degree af com- 


- If you perſiſt in refuling all 


the advantages offered you by love and 
fortune, you muſt take the conſequencs 


of your obſtinacy. I once told you no 
power on earth ſhould prevent vou from 
8 mine, and to convince you of the 
truth of this aſſertion, I will the * 
8 to- morrow, take you down with _ 
- me to Scotland, and place you in an old 


1 where debarred from ſociety, 
entirely deprived of liberty you may 
at leiſure reflect on the happineſs you A 4 


| have loſt. FI: ſhall make no ſecret of 
DIM our chpement, and all the world will 


8 not believe me capable of ſo. romantic 
an action ag carrying you off * without 


Four own conſent; that reputation, to. 
which you have ſacriſiced every other 
oafder tion, will be e ee 
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Aſter you have remained a few weeks 
. this ſolitude, I have no doubt of 
fete bringing you-to reaſon, but I ſhall not 
think myſelf. obliged to you for an 
enxtorted comphance;, and, if after all 
Fes is you reſolve to play the termagant, I win 
not anſwer to what lengths my paſſion 
hs Wi ap gs but you may depend 
. upon it I will not take all this trouble 
d no purpoſe, You have now only to 
1 " deverming; whether, you will be, mine, | 
ot . - _ with or without your own conſent; and 
3 give you an hour to determine.” 
* _ . *Saying theſe words he quitted the room, 
3 bh and left me in a ſtate. of mipd more 
i eaſily to be imagined. than deſcribed. 
_ Mrs Macaulay, who, to do her juſtice, 
. behaved with more tenderneſs than I 
© could have expected from a woman of 
5 her character, endeavoured to ſoothe 
me, by: repreſenting the /pleaſures I 
might command, with a man ſo evi- 
12 de ade to me as, dir. l | 
pd] fr ONT EF. Ir oo nn, who 
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beſtowed, > to procure me every ben 
in life: but finding me inflexible, and 
obſerving that my anguiſh and terror 
encreaſed every moment, I wiſh (laid 
| the) 1 had never engaged in this 
troubleſome affair, but I was deceived 
by Mr. Evelyn, who aſſured. me you 
were not fo averſe. to him as T find you 17 
really are,” — * Then (fepliedT, eagerly! 1 


leave this houſe, that 1 


es BR. 
£4 24 
* 


ſuffer me to 


ertainly in your power. * No (re- ” 


turned ſhe, after a pauſe) I carinot com-' 
By with your requeſt; my immediate 
rin would be the conſequence - of 
offending Mr. Evelyn; but in one point 
Yor may make yourſelf eaſy, I know it 
is impoſſible for him to leave London 
till the day after to-morrow; for what 
may happen afterwards I will not a 7M 


Fa Bo. 1 
1 Lk - ; 


ut whilſt you! 1 remain” here, | you may 
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vo 


dep pend upon being ſecur f from 1 any 
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violence; 5 and if 1 in the mean time you 
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. contrive your eſcape Neu my 
being privy to it, I ſhall have no ob- 
jIection. It has always. (continued ſhe) | 
been my plan to preſerye my own repu- 
b tation, and that of my houſe, by avoid- 
1 ing all kinds of riots, though, as I am 
| above all vulgar prejudices, I make no 
ſcruple of devoting it to the ſervice of 
| thoſe who cannot ſo conveniently carry 
on their aſſignations in any other place, 
nor of boarding ſome young ladies Who 
have connections with gentlemen,” . 
Muck as I deteſted this woman's prin- 
ES . ciples, I rejoiced to find .ſhe was leſs 
_ daringly wicked than ſome of her pro- 
feſſion; ; this fortunate. circumſtance 
calmed my mind and made me capable 
pl refleftion; though I determined not 
to flatter Evelyn with the moſt diſtant 
hope of ſucceſs, I reſdIyed-to_ avoid 
5 further enraging him by invective. At 
- _ occurred to me, notwithſtanding all 
Ms. we had aid, a « | 
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note for a conſiderable ſum (and 
T ſhould have thought the whole of my 


1 little fortune well beſtowed to procure 
gh 1 0 releaſe) might induce her tq aſſiſt 
I was juſt going to make this pro- 


Ft when Mr. Evelyn returned. He 
| aſked me with an air, half tender, half 
ironical, whether he might hope for the 


pleaſure of attending me to France, r 


whether I ne the leſs 1nviting 
| climate of Scotland, © Perhaps, Har- 


riet (continued he) you imagine I only 5 


meant to terrify you by what I ſaid when 
I leſt the room, but you ſhall find I am 
capable of going any lengths to obtain | 
; a favourite point.” —** Of that (xeplied: 
J) I am well convinced (and the name 
ol Emily Seymour was juſt riſing to my - 
3 lips, but I ſuppreſt it, and coldly added) 
that as he knew my reſolution, all 
further altercation was uſeleſs.” He 
fat for ſome time in a kind of füllen 5 
Bile nee, and 1 employed myſelf in 
. * 3 | | forming | 
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5 1. RAYNSFORD PARK. 
forming a variety of ſchemes fot my 
5 eſcape, when we mere informed dinner 
was on the table. J at firſt refuſed to 


ſit. down, but recollecting that from 
Want of refreſhment, I might render 


myſelf incapable of the exertions ne- 


| _ ccfſary to free me from my dreadful 
Atuation, Lat length complied. . Beſides 


the miſtreſs of the houſe and Mr. 


5 8 Evelyn, our company conſiſted. of thr ee 
| young women; two of them by the 
boldneſs of their looks, and the ſtyle of 


; | 155 their dreſs, bore too plainly the marks 


of their proſeſſion; but the third had a 
. mildneſs in her countenance, and A 


; _ modeſty 3 in her appearance, which pre- 


poſſeſt me in her favour. 1 ſaw, my 


apparent diſtreſs was not unobſerved by 


$ her, and that ſhe looked at me ſeveral 
times with evident pity and concern. This ; 
. ſuggeſted to my mind an idea of the 


5 _ Poſſibly; of engaging} her in my favour 


a N were RE. Ginner, Mrs. Mer 
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Hor aſked. chem * e were 6% 
ſpend the evening, two of them n 
they were to be at the play, but my 
favourite replied, ſhe. ſhould not 80 out 
for two or three days. The other girls 
laughed at her for this, and ſaid ng 
ſuppoſed: ſhe had promiſed Mr. Leeſon 
not to appear in public whilſt; he was | 
abſent. The poor girl looked confuſed, 
but made no anſwer. I was pleaſed at 
this, as 1 thought 1 it might be a means 
of furthering my deſign. Mr. Evelyn 
and Mrs. Macaulay preſt me ſeveral 
times to drink ſome wine, but this 5 
abſolutely refuſed, and begged to be 


allowed to go into the other parlour, ; 


_ pleading a violent pain in my head, 
Which was really true, as an excuſe for 
wiſhing to be alone. 1 made uſe of this 
opportunity, and tearing a leaf frow . 
_ my. pocket · book, wrote a few lines to 
Miſs Willis, informing her of my 
wretched firuation, and begging her 
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# aſſiſtance. When the party aſſembled” 
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at tea, 1 ſlipped this" into her hand, . 
unnoticed by the reſt of the company; 


ſhe left the room, and when ſhe returned, 


1 drew the moſt favourable concluſions 


5 : from her countenance, and had ſoon: the 
happineſs of finding I was not deceived; 


for ' whilft- Mrs. Macaulay -. and Mr. 


Evelyn were engaged at Piquet, the 
ſaid in a low voice, ſhe would do all in 
her power to aſſiſt me, and would inform 


me by what method, in a note ſhe would 


contrive to put into my pocket at ſapper, 
and which I might read when I retired 
for the night. This dhe accordingly 
did, and affecting a compoſure I was 
very far from feeling, 1 deſired very 0 
earneſtly to be ſhewn to my apartment. 
As ſoon as I was alone, had faſtened =—_ - 
| door, and examined every part of the 
room, I impatiently opened, the Paper; 
Fo the contents were as follows: 7 
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WM « Loſt tam to virtue, to reputa- 
. EY and to happineſs, 1 am not yet 
10 abandoned as to wiſh to ſeduce the 


level. 1 will endeavour to ſet you at 
Aberty to-morrow night, and to ir 
the ſimple plan I have already formed, 
I muſt beg you to depoſit a guinea or 
two in the drawer under the glafp: 1 
am aſhamed to make you this requeſt, 
but Mrs. Macaulay keeps us all ſo bare 
of money, that unleſs by applying to · 
her, which might raife ſuſpicion, Fa . 
not command ſufficient to bribe the 
ſervants, and to make the neceſſary 
arrangements. Fake care to behave 
to- morrow in ſuch a way as may neither 
exaſperate nor alarm Mr. Evelyn; and 
above all, beware of Mrs. Macaulay, ſfic 
is the moſt - artful of women, and the 2 
more dangerous from che apparent de- 


— — 


cency of her manners, , She is ſenſible. 4 


900: have ee danken, and 


-Innoeenir and happy to my own wretehed | 
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Bo 5 chis is the true reaſon of the- HTO 
wil which ſhe behaves to you, as ſhe 


bhbaopes, ſhould you eſcape from Mr. 


. or find means of letting your 
97 triends know your real ſituation, vou 
. may be TS ee We Ge 
Bhs 355 part the has e in this affair; but 


is no ee u 


m which her intereſt is deeply con- 
5 oerned, and the unavoidable buſineſs 
hich detains Mr. Evelyn in town, ate 
| fortunate circumſtances for you; the 
lat will give. you an opportunity of 
= _ eſcaping,” and but for the firſt,” 
| - would be expoſed to every evil in a 

1 place, where once innocent as yourſelf, ⁴ 
I was betrayed by the moſt diabolical 
machinations, but 1 had fer nth to _ 
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locking me up in an old caſtle, that at 
times I imagined he could not deſign to 
put it in execution ; but I derived no 
comfort from this; I was in his power, 
and I knew he would not ſcruple the 
blackeſt arts, or the moſt brutal force, 


"Mt obtain his purpoſe. / 1' dwelt upon 


this idea till my reaſon was almoſt be- 


vwilderedʒ but recollecting that the ſureſt 


way of deſerving the protection of Pro- 
vidence was to rely on its aſſiſtance, 


recommended myſelf to Heaven in the 


moſt fervent manner, and found my 


mind ſtrengthened by this act of de- 


votion. I now roſe from the bed, and 


to avoid the glqomy- zefleCtions which 
had before thrown me into a ſtate of 
deſpondence, I turned my thoughts on 


Miſs Willis, andi it inſtantly occurred to 


me that as evil is gften productive of 


good, my preſent diſtreſs might ulti- 
mately be the means of extricating her 
from a life of guilt and miſery. That I 

= might | 


a \ - _— 5 nn 
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505 FEES r ER xkxv. 
_ might” > every thing in my power 8 
gain this deſirable end, I wrote a few ' 
lines with my pencil on the blank cover 
of a letter, expreſſive of my warmeſt Fo. 
thanks for the promiſe of her aſſiſtance, | 15 5 
urging her to quit her preſent way of 
life, and offering her every neceſſary "00 
aid for that purpoſe, at the ſame tine 
giving her my addreſs both at Lady 4 
Willoughby's and Mrs. Elliſon s. 
Soothed by the hopes of being beneficial 1 
to a fellow- creature, my mind 'grew _ 
more calm, and I paſt the remainder of 
the night with tolerable ſerenity, though 
without ſleep. But as I find 1 am too 
wuch fatigued with writing, to purſue | - 
my narrative, I will defer _— en = 
till to- morrow. : 5 e ee 
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remaining With 
her, I went down ee 
firſt to the drawer where I | 
the money. 
done with Mr. Evelyn, who =luming 
an air tenderneſs, lamented the pe- . 


= 


* g 5 . 


pn Laid him under-of purſuing ſuch 


2 


—— 


to l me into ſecurity, 
reply, mus 100 ant tran, which in 


1 


eiution, have diſguiſed my wo e ion | 
I polen; but happily Me. E. 


3 EY RAYNSFORD PARK. . 
1 made the moſt: ſolemn proteſtations of 
love and conſtancy, begged me to rely | 
upon his honour, and ſaid when he re- 
turned from tranſating ſome buſineſs 
With his lawyer, which would detain him 
till the afternoon, he hoped to find me 
leſs averſe to one who would devote his 

4 future life to my happineſs. In this way 
be ran on for a conſiderable time, but 
finding it only encreaſed my diſtreſs, and 
perhaps imagining it impolitic to prefs 
me any farther, he at length, to my 


= hm ppg Jays went to his a 
? * 42 * n 
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en 9094 
Though 1 8 no e 
5 eee from his abſence, I felt my- 
ſelf relieved by it; he had ſcarcely left | 
the room when Mrs. Macaulay entered, 
and by the care with which ſhe obſerved 
me, I was convinced J had nothing to 
expect from her. She as well as Evelyn, | 
"Ne convinced 1 intended to ac- 


ielce 


fe 


ry j 8 12 * 1 


ede in his propos, and 1 Was too 
much intereſted in her continbing in 


1 neither heard nor ſaw any thing ek 
Mis Willis till we met at dinner, which 
excluſive of Mr. Evelyn, conſiſted of 
. the ſame! party - as the preceding day 
as ſoon as we were ſeated, Miſs Willis 
gave me a look, which 1 tranſlated in 
N my. own- favour, and by which my mind 
Vas in ſome degree relieved. The othet 
girls were in violent ſpirits; this I ſoon 
learned was owing to their having re- 
ceived ſome valuable preſents from the - 

| gentlemen they were. connected with! 
Engaged as I was by! my own hopes and 
fears, I frequently looked with horror at 
Mrs. Macaulay, and with pity at theſe 
poor thoughtleſs victims of vice and 
Folly, who were giving way to the moſt 

| extravagant! levity, and who, I doubt 
not, could they have ſeen the com- 
paſſion 1. elt bor hem NOW have 
„ 1 derided: | 
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this error, to attempt to undeceive her. - 
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derided me for it. Whilſt we were at 
table, they ſaid, that as their friends 


RY were engaged, they ſhould, contrary! 'to - 


at home; my eyes were at that moment 
fixed on Miſs Willis, and I was ſurprized 
to ſee a degree of ſatisfaction on her 
| countenance, for which however I was 
ſoon enabled io account; After a ſhort 
| Pauſe, turning to Mrs. Macaulay, «1 
wish (ſaid ſhe). Madam, you. would i in- 
dulge a whim I have juſt taken i into my 
head; as it is the laſt evening Miſs 
Evelyn will ſpend wich us, I. Would 
make it a joyous one, and mould ſhe be 
animated with our mirth, the may 
ee leave this houſe with impreſſions 
Jeſs unfavourable, than 1 fear ſhe; has 
- entertained of us all. We will if you 
5 pleaſe, form alittle concert; Miſs Webb 
will take the firſt guittar, I the ſecond, 
and Miſs Bennet may perhaps. be pre- 
vailed upon bo nen us with her 
JJ voice: 


ts is, E 1 7 1 R: XXXVI. 5 


voice; and if you will give us e : 


ſupper, and afterwards treat me with a 
bottle of your beſt claret, and my com- 


panions with a bowl of punch, made FE 


8 


| with that excellent rum you receiv C 40 


from the Weſt-India merchant, 1 pro- 
miſe. at the. concluſion. of the evening, 
to give you that beautiful ſhawl Mr. 
Leeſon preſented me with a few days 
ſince, which you have ſo often HAAR 
Mrs. Macaulay ſaid the was a go 
natured girl, and that upon 2 955 derm 
the ſhould have the direction of: ever 


thing far that evening. Tea was then 


ordered at ſix o clock, that there 3 
be time for the concert before eres 
: which Mr. Evelyn had previous to this 
a deſired ſhould be an a 
one. Whilſt all this was adjuſting Miſs 
© Willis found- an opportunity of flipping 
ba note into my hands it contained only - 
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e you may hear or ſee 5 | 
not be alarmed : at twelve clock infiſt 
upon retiring, if you can get clear of all 
the family, and if the, ſervant who at- 
tends you to your apartment, ſhould. 
give you a ſmall pocket-book by Way 
of token, you will be at liberty! in a few 
minutes; if not, remain in your own 
room till you ſee a lip of paper put 
vnder your door; at all events if I am 


not too ſanguine, you will be out of the 


houſe by three o clock. "Farewell and 
| ſometimes Korean N 


e Leiria Wii.” 


* 4 5 f l 


WALL « Should my fcherne'faif which I think 


bs not probable, I hall when you are 
gone be more at liberty than I am at 
-, prefent, and will inſtantly inform your 
friends of every thing which has paſt, 
that they may take proper meafures for 
purſuing Mr. . men 
tb + 1 e 
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Thie note though it did not remove 
my anxiety, conſiderably leſſened i it, and 
enabled me to appear ſtill more com- 
poſed; 1 even affected to pay great at- 


tention to the little. concert apparently 
intended for my amuſement ; indeed in 


_ almoſt. any other-circumſtances I ens . 


- ors been charmed with it, Miſs Bennet's 
voice was melody itſelf, and the. diſ- 
played the molt wonderful taſte as well 
as execution; the others, though inferior 
to her, ſung agreeably, and performed 


the accompanyments with great judg- 


ment; but excluſive, of the reflections 
excited by my own ſituation, I. could 


not help regretting that the really fine 
perſons. and pleaſing. talents of theſe - 


Young, women ſhould. only have been f 


are to their inn 


* . 


At . — 70 0 . Mr. 3 return · ; 
ui and appeared deligbted at finding | 
me thus engaged, conlidering , it no 
5 NN doubt 


8 #2 . 
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La doubt as 2 proof that I ſhould; not much 8 


my apartment; th 


longer oppoſe his deligns. Mrs. Ma- 

cCaulay acquainted him with the plan 

that had been formed for the evening, 
and he inſiſted upon contributing to its 
conviviality by ordering an elegant ſup- . 

per from a neighbouring tavern; the 
company ſeemed to look upon this as 
an agreeable addition to the ſcheme, 
and all but Miſs Willis did ſo much 
| Juſtice both to his and Mrs. Macaulay's 
© part of the entertainment, that I began 
to be apprehenſive of the effects of the 

- intoxication, which I plainly ſaw would 
be the conſequence of their mirth: 

yet to do them juſtice they behaved with 
tolerable decency. It was with difficulty 

I reſtrained my impatience till the clock 
ſtruck twelve, and then begged a ſer-- 
vant might be rung for to attend me to 
34 preſt me to ſtay 
half an hour longer, but I abfolutely 
| refuſed : 75 "Mr. W _ n and 
„„ EH op . ſaid, 


. 
* 


the coach will be at the door at fix and 
5 vou muſt want repoſe. You have " 
: given me no deciſive anſwer, but from 
your behaviour to day I think I have 
reaſon to hope. When you are in 8 
carriage you ſhall order i It to what place 


15 you pleaſe, provided it is where I'can 


accompany you; by the directions you 


then give, 1 ſhall be enabled to judge 


ho far I may depend upon your love and 
your generoſity.“ It was with difficulty 
I reſtrained my indignation at this inſo- 
| 1 ſpeech, but recollecting every thing 
. depended upon concealing it, I made 
an evaſive anſwer, and civilly declining -- 
the attendance of the women, I quitted = 

the room in ſuck extreme agitation, as 

muſt have been obſerved had they en- 

tertained the leaſt ſuſpicion. Before 


the door was. well ſhut, Miſs Willis 


e another Say and the reſt of the | 


Lane hs By company 


15 E TE * XXX. ales | 
"0 thi, 1 will not; Madam, attempt de- 
taining you any longer at preſent, as 
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company joined; fortunately for me "WM 
people below were as riotous as their 
* above ftairs, ſo that if 1 had 
the right ſervant, 1 found my eſeape 
would be certain. 1 ood for a moment 
in a ſtate of the moſt dreadſul ſuſpence, 
but ſhe relieved me by producing the 
pocket- book, and. beckoning me to 
follow her, went towards the ſtreet-· door, 
which ſhe cautiouſly opened, I Put a 

guinea and the letter I had written to 


Miſs Willis into her hand, and left that 


. deteſted houſe with a heart ſo elated by 
my eſcape, that I forgot I had any fur- 
ther danger to apprehend. I walked 
ſeveral minutes before it occurred to me 
that an unprotected young woman, wan= 
dering about che ſtreets of London at 

twelve 0 clock, might be expoſed to 
inſults as ſhocking as any that could be 
met with at Mrs. Macaulay s. I ſtop- 
ped for a moment, and after earneſtly | 
| regommending myſelf to Providence, 
. TT conſidered 


\ 


"fs + 4 ER Xx2v16- „ 
conſidered by what method I could beſt 
extricate myſelf from this alarming ſitu- 
ation, I looked round i in hopes of ſeeing 


1 hackney coach, but neither that 


human being was in fight, yet a kind „ 
riotaus mirth which I heard frequently ; 
from ſome of the adjacent ſtreets, con- 
vinced me I was not fo ſafe 48 1 ſhould 

| have been in total ſalitude. Vnfortu- . 
ES the watchmen had gone their os, 


rounds a few minutes before I lefr Mrs. 


| Macavley' s, or I. would have ſecured 
the protection of one of them by a We 
guinea; it, was, however, 2 lucky 'cit- © 
cumſtance that whilſt at Kenſington, I 
er e viſited a lady who then lived 
in Charles-ftreet, by which means 1 Was 
at acquainted with that part of the 
town, I therefore determined 10 go di- 5 
rectly to Lord Winoughby⸗ FF: houſe in | 
 Portland-place, where, as many of the 5 
ſervants were. "Nil left, I Was fure of. 
Boo e In e 8 
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this reſolution I walked. as faſt as poli- 
ble, and. without meeting with any in- 
cerryption, till I met a party of gentle- 
men, who turning out of Suffolk · ſtreet, 
ſuddenly ſurrounded mes one of them 
caught me in his arms, and. ſwearing 
if he might truſt. the lamp light; I was 
A2 very pretty girl; told his companions 
they might go on with their purſuit, 
but for his own, part, he was ſatisfied 
Vith his prize, and would take me back 
with him to the tavern. I was, you 
may believe, terrified . beyond imagina- 
gion, yet recollecting my ſcattered ſenſes, 
„„ inſiſted; upon his letting me go, aſ- 
ſuting him, that though by an unfor- 
tunate accident, 1 was alone in the 
treets at that unſeaſonable hour, I was 
phaot deſtitute. of friends, bo 0 
1 a his audacity if he attempted to 
A me. To. this he only replied 
wich a loud laugh, and by ſaying, * You 
1 - may, my dear, be a wandering princeſs 
5 9 but ſhould Tu be even the 
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aor's' favourite Sultana, you- 
molt condeſeerd to g with me where- 
au pleaſe to take vou.“ The teſt 
kim by the moſt extravagant a 
I no burſt into tears, und- 
ged of them to releaſe me but m/ 
mildneſs had leſs effect cha my reſent- 
ment; he Kiſſed me ſeveral times, and 
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my airs nor ali b would nuve the — 


if lifiing me from the gro 1 
the moſt dreadful manner, chat neit e | 


. 4 writs fat locked e 
; | calling to o | 
£ wore Or he had neve NY 
 -vevit'ofa termagabt, 4 
came to oy and dee his "oY 4 
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on his arm, Haid, « My Lord, this is 
not fair, if the girl likes you, you have 
certainly the beſt right to her, but as 
_ the ſeems to have taken an averſion to 
you, we ought all to try our luck, and 
| among us ſhe may perhaps. find one who | 
', may pleaſe her fancy better; upon theſe 
terms I will aſſiſt in carrying her to the 
tavern, but not elſe.” The wretch 
who held me, at this unexpected check, 
uttered the moſt ſhocking imprecations, 
and unclaſping his arms from my waiſt, 
attempted to draw his ſword; the inſtant 
I! felt myſelf at liberty, with a force 
Which nothing but terror and deſpair 
could give, I ſprang from the midſt of 
them, and ran, or rather flew, without 
2 regarding which way I directed my ſteps, 
up Mortimer and into Harley-ſtreet, 
through Cavendiſh- Square; there un- 
able to fly: any farther, I ſunk. down on 
the ſteps of a large houſe, ,which from 
its having 9 in one or two of the 
„ 3 front 
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front windows, ſeemed to promiſe e 1 
- Win” like protection. I had ſcarcely 
time to recollect myſelf, when I heard 
2 bacchanalian roar at the end of che | 
ret, which 1 imagined proceeded from 
my former tormentors, I even fancied 
I could diſtinguiſh the voice >of the 
wretch who had ſo groſsly inſulted me: 
eee almoſt to diſtraction, I looked 
round in a wild and helpleſs agony of 
mind, bot ſaw no being from whom 1 
could claim aſſiſtance; for a moment 1 
entertained the wild intention of endea- 
| vouring to jump down into the area, 
bout the idea that if T attempted gaining 
aan aſylum in the houſe, 1 might poſſiBly 
ſucceed, changed my purpoſe, and ſo 
forcibly firack my imagination, ? chat 

impelled by deſpair, I gave a loud rap: 
the door was inſtantly opened by a ſer- 
vant, who late as It was, had fortunately. 
for me, omitted putting up the chain; 
| is a few words I told him, an üghappx 
e 5 3. N accident 
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| accident had obliged me to be in the b 
ſtreets at that late hour, that I was 
ftarful of being inſulted by a/ party of 
nöotous people; whom had no method 
of avoiding; unleſs he would permit me 
to ſtand in the hall for a few minutes, 
nil they were paſt by ; that if he would 
d his, and procure me a hackney- 
coath, I would reward him. The 
1 at firſt heſſtated, but after a 
moment's pauſe, ſaid he mould cer- 
1 ene gde 1 tl 
© with: my requeſt, he then attempted to 
' ſhut the door; at that inſtant I was ſo 
| intimidated by the certainty of falling 
into the power of the wretehes, 'who- 
„„ were very near the houſe, that, regard- 
u, of every thing but my own ſituntion, 
I᷑ forced myſelf into the hall, and 
| Dutt ing the door ſtood a agai inſt i it. The 
wan was now terrified” in his turn; and 
|” going to the top of the ſtairs called his 
* fellow: ſervants, ſeveral. of whom in- 
„„ „ W 


„„ L E TTER xxVI. 1 
ftantly aſſembled round me, 
what had alarmed him, and who 1 was. 
' * A mad woman, 1 believe (ſaĩd the 
fellow) the. came into the houſe whether 
I would or no; and inſiſts upon ſtaying 
here. „ N houſe- breaker, more pro- 
bably (anſwered an elderly woman, Who 
Taſterwards found was the houſe · lieper 
| but-unlefs you chooſe to be diſe 
Ideſire] you will turn her out directly. 
* No, no nag pe vmoſt breach. 


nor a eee "i ſeek 
In, but have neither che will 
er to injure an individual beings 
eg: to remain here a few mi- 


- nutes, and if afterwards any one of you 


in procure me a that I may 
conveyed in ſafety. to my friends, the. 
kindneſs th; 11 not go unrewarded; an 
I am ſure 


- 


your maſter or miſtreſs haye 


4, 
2 >. 
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9 5 fellow creature from eltguction — 
This is fine talking (replied X : 
woman WhO had ſpoken. before) ſuch 

: people as you have always a ſtory ready 8 
to ſerve your purpoſe, but I know the 


Thomas (continued ,ſhe) why do you 


— ane? * 
** % A's with n 
: "£25 7 x by 
4 7 x. = 5 N 
$ * 15 = _ 5 
£29 3 \> iT. * 9 * % * 
* ES 4 
Ty 9 * * — 
# A. | 
: 2 % 4 
* 
8 * 
2 ‚ . 
\ * , 
1 \ a 04 - 
* : - 
= 4 
7 . 


world - too well to be impoſed upon. 


not do as I bid you, if you are not 


ſtrong enough to force! her out, James 
and William ſhall aſſiſt you.” The 
ſervants, though with evident ſigns of 
reluctance, were going to obey her 
orders, which notwithſtanding my earneſt 
ſupplications, ſne peremptorily repeated, 
when another female ſervant, whom 1 
had not obſerved before, ſtepped up to 
her, and ſaid, © Mrs. Collins, I am 
ſhocked at your want of compaſſion, bur 
my Lady is the proper perſon. to decide 


this affair; I will. go to her immediately, 


and in the mean time (looki ing at the | 
men) I inſiſt upon it, if you value your | ; 
Places, Fu WP. not attempt turning is. 
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young Woman out of doors; you "a a 
my Lady too well, to imagine ſhe would. 
approve. of ſuch an action.“ She chen 
went up ſtairs, and after remaining A 
| few. miautes,, returned with an air of 
ſatisfaction. ee My Lady. (aid the). 
deſires Mrs. Collins, Thomas, and my= 
ſelf, will accompany this young perfor. | 
into the drawing room; then turning 
to me, who unable to ſupport myſelf, 
was teaning againſt the wainſcot, and 
giving way to a torrent. of tears, ſhe 
n me in the kindeſt manner to. - 
_ compoſe myſelf, thar her lady was the 
beſt of women, and would ſhe-was ſure, 
Nan my diſtreſſes were, relieve 
them. Encouraged by, this, 1 followed 
her with trembling ſteps; when I en 
tered the drawing- room, the lady ap- 
proached me, and with. an air, which E 
bought had ſomething. i in it of ſexerity,, | 
ſaid, C Surely it muſt have been ſome 
very. uncommon accident, which could 
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forte a young woman of your appearance „ 


ts take refuge in àa houſe, every one of 
of whoſe: inhabitants you" were a total 
| firanget to to: do you not know that in a 
town like Cu dlen, eir is equally dan- 
gerbus to give or claim protection with: 
out previous acquaintanee? 


fle or of the juſtneſs of your remark; 
and of che ſtrange light i in which I muſt 


= to you, but it was the guilt ic 'of 


and not my on imprudence, 
. me to the neceſſity of 
wandering alone in the ſtreets at this 
vnuſual hour; and to eſcape the dangers 
_ Incident to fo forlorn a fituation, 1 
ripped at your door withoureouſidering = 
the” impropriety of the action. IT you | 
ig have any ill deſign, ſecure me 
in what manner you pleaſe; place all 
your ſervants as guards over , n 
- offer” me to femain here till che ap- 
| proxching def deen me te return io 
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Indeed, 
indeed; Madam (I replied) I am en- 
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_ to-night; | but afiſt yourin, ſuture. tor 
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and 1 fainted away on the floor. When 


i recovered, 1 found myſelf on a ſopha, 
with the Lady, Annette, and Mrs. 


Collins, all aſſiſting to reſtore me; as 


ſoon as my ſenſes were perfectly returned, 
| the former told me if I had any relations. 
in town. WhO might be alarmed at my 
abſence, ſhe would ſend to inform them 
I was in a place of ſafety. I thanked 
her for this kind attention, but faid the 
only friend 1 had then in London, from 


& = B5S g 


imagining me at Richmond, would not 


1 hoped, be uneaſy about me, and as ſhe 


had been lately very ill, 1 was fearful of 


diſturbing | her at fo late an hour; but 


5 that 1 might be as little troubleſome as 
7 poſe, [would 89. to Portland-Place, 


WT 
n W 


4 


LI 


RE: alternately. tormented: it the two pre- 
cegding days, to a ſtate of hope and hap- 
; pineſs, was too much for my ſpirits. 


I claſped my hands together, and en- 
deavoured to expreſs - my gratitude, but 


my voice and ſtrength ſuddenly failed, 


* 


/ 
3 


"ts 1 Willoughby, TY as 1 1 
lived as a companion, had-a houſe, and. - 88 
en e ſne was not at ae W 
eee were Kill a oY 1 Ci : 
not (ſhe replied) the Weh of Know- 4: 
. ing Lady Willoughby, but from her N 
general character, am rejoiced it has 
bevg in my power to be of any aſſiſtance 
to ond with whom ſhe is connected. 1 
will myſelf to-morrow reſtore you either . 
to her or your other friend. Before we 5 
part 1 hope you will gratify a curioſity, 
which is I confeſs, greatly excited by, 
the incidents of to-night, but as 1 ſee 
you are almoſt dying with fatigue, 1 will 958 
not at preſent, much as 1 wiſh to know | 
your ſtory, indulge myſelf at your ex- bf. 
pence: only permit me to aſk. your, 1 
name? I told her it was Evelyn, and —_ 
that though. excluſive: of the laſt two. 
days, my life had not been marked by 4 
| any circumſtance worthy her attention. 
2 4 F | 85 SEED 1 would 
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I would with pleaſure relate every pars 
ticular of it, the next morning, and "HY 


more readily, as I wiſhed to remove the 


unfavourable impreſſion ſhe, muſt have 
received of me. 1 thought ſhe appeared 


ſtartled at the mention of my name, ank 


after a moment's pauſe, ſaid, * have 
now two motives for wiſhing. to know 
your ſtory,” but believe me, neither of 
them ariſes from my entertaining the 
leaſt idea to your Prejudice; on the 
contrary, Annette's report, and your 
: own appearance prepoſſeſſed me in your 
; n from the firſt, though 1 thought . 
it imprudent to give way to that pre- 
poſſeſſion without ſome enquiries ; "but 
every thing 1 obſerve in you, 'ahd-your _ 
connection with ſo amiable a woman as 
Lady Willoughby, convince me mw. 
deſerved a much kinder feception than 
you met with when you entered this 
room; I can ſuarcely forgive ar for 
the coldrieſs L chen aſſumed.” begged 
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ker not to ay à word on this fobject, | Ht 


that her behaviour to me had been 


kinder than any one in my ſituation F 
Could poſſibly expect, and that I ſhould. 
ever remember it with the warmeſt gra- 
titude. « I will not at preſent (faid 115 
ſhe). diſpute this point, as I ſee your | 
ſpirits are [almoſt exhauſted, -- Annette 
(eontinued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to her) 


I am particularly pleaſed with your con- 


duct through this whole affair, and'to | 5 


your care. I commit Miſs Evelyn for to IG 


night; 1 deſire you will fee ſhe is pro- 
perly accommodated; Collins may at- 


tend me. Mxs. Collins, who. evidently 13 
- wiſhed to make ſome atonement. for her 


late harſhneſs, aſked. if the young lady 
_ would not chooſe ſome reſteſhment 
before ſne tetired, but this 1 declined, 


and after apologizing to the lady. for 
breaking in upon her hours, was con- 


ducted to the apartment allotted for me. 
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| have- been happy to attend me, 
Annette was employed about her — | 
who ſhe knew would be glad to ſee me 
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| ſo. bewildered by the various PEE vy 
had gone through that day, that I never 
enquired the name of the lady to whom 
4 was ſo much obliged. Annette undreſt 
me like an infant, for I was incapable 
of. aſſiſting myſelf; 1 fell alleep the in- 
ſtant I was in bed, but my llumibers | 
were unquiet and diſturbed, till towards : 
morning I ſlept more heavily. When 
I awoke, finding it was near ten o clock, 
J roſe, and before I was quite dreſt, 
Mrs. Collins came into the room: ſhe 
ſeemed ſurprized at ſeeing me up, and 
ſaid if I had rung the bell ſhe "_ 


as foon as I was ready. She then begged 


| my pardon for her behaviour the night 
before; 1 told her 1 frankly forgave: her, | 
as my appearance warranted her ſuſpi- | 
cion, but that though in ſuch a place as 
; Faudan. caution was neceſſary, for the 1 


„ CE future , 


* 


x 
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e 1 8 the oak learn t to 9 

with lefs precipitation, and to determine 

Wich leſs ſeverity. I then followed her 
to the dreſſing- room, where I was re- 


1 . 


ceived in the kindeſt manner by . 1 


Protectreſs, who was waiting breakfaſt, 
When that was over and I had repeated 
my acknowledgments, I hinted my wiſn 
of returning to Mrs. Elliſon, as it oc 


curred to me, if ſhe had received any, 


meſſage from Richmond, ſhe would 
have been in the greateſt diſtreſs on my 
account. 46 Though I flatter. myſelf. 
_ (replied 1 the lady) the accident of laſt 
8 night will enſure me the happineſs of 
your acquaintance and friendſhip, I will 
for the preſeht reſign you to thoſe. Who 
have a better right to your attention; 
but whilſt the carriage is OTE - 
permit me to remind you of the promiſe. 
you made melaſt night, unleſs the „ 
formance will give you pain.“ Laffured. 
| Ker. it would dee and began a 7 
(fa wo 9 8 e 
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though particular relation of myfelf 
without omitting any circumſtance _of 


the leaſt conſequente.. I faw. ſhe was: 
more affected by many parts of my nar- 


rative chan I could well account for, 


and though ſhe gave me no interruption, 


_ wept inceſſantly during HR 


it. When had concluded, ſhe claſped 
her hands together, and railing her eyes 
to Heaven, with the utmoſt ſerveney of 
voice and action, Ho thankful am 
(faid the) to Providence, for making me 
the inſtrument of preſerving a young. 
creature devoted to deſtruſtion, by the/ 
by che worſt of all villains; this re- 
| flection will be enn 
it is torn by the recolle&ion, that want 
of ſein; ron du compliance | 


. _—_ child who. Loved " my own, 


FEE 3 and ſenftbility, a are liable' = 


15 e rh was. e by che 


| plied]) you muſt bo hoe 
1 15 am indeed (the a 


oel for as 155 never can 1 
myſelf for leaving her in Engl. 
bball 1 ever ceaſe to honour Mrs. War- 
burton for the generous 


1 
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by the child whom I cruelly abandoned; 
ſhe indeed, behaved like a true mother, 
whilſt I, contrary to the promiſe I had 
given her real one, left het in a'fituation” 
Which I knew was improper. for her.“ 
At theſe words ſhe burſt into tears, but 
ſoon recovering herſelf, ſaid, ane 
pardon, Miſs Evelyn, agitated as your 
ſpirits have lately been, I ought not to 
depreſs them by my ſorrow.” She then 
rang the bell, and enquiring if the car- 
riage was ready, ſaid ſhe would inſtantly 
accompany me to Mrs. Elliſon's. Whilſt 
we were in the carriage, ſhe told me ſhe 
feared. F had been treated very imper- 
tinently by Collins, though Annette, 
= who was one of the beſt girls in the 
3 world, had, when ſhe informed her of 
1 my fituation i in the hall, mentioned her | 
behaviour as lightly 2s poſſible. Ot - 
fy anſwered, 1 thought her conduct very 
8 natural, conſidering the ſtrange circum- 
| ſtances of my entrance into the houſe, 
n e 


'L 7 T * ER: xXXXVI. "ny 
and begged her Ladychip not to take 
any farther notice of it; at the ſame © 
ſpoke of Annette” s. gentleneſs and hu- 
manity in the wafmeſt terms of affection. 
2 She is indeed (replied Lady Harring- : 
Wi an excellent girl; her father was an 
9 .ngliſh merchant, ſettled at Marlcilles, | 
who from a ſtate of affluence, was re- 
duced to indigence by a train of unfor- | 
tunate events, and at laſt died . 
broken heart, leaving this girl, who had 
loſt her mother ſome time before, entirely 8 
' vnprovided for. g We were at Marſeilles 
at the time of his death, and Annette was 
| Tecominended to me by a lady of 1 my 
acquaintance, as a very proper perſon to 
5 attend upon my eldeſt daughter, whoſe 
delicate health requires more tenderneſs 
and attention than is generally met with 5 
in a common fervant: the has more than 
| anſwered my expeditions, and I, as yell 
as all my family, have endeavoured to 
1 e her ſituation as i, as pollible,” 
. tat bs. 6 o | She 
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She then informed me, that Sir Thomas, 
| Herſelf, and her daughters; had arrived 
in England about a month before, but 

as Sir Thomas wav very ill with a bilious _ 

7 complaint, he and the young ladies had 
be gone from Dover to Bath, whilſt her 
anxiety to ſee a favourite ſiſter, who was 
on che point of lying · in, had induced her 
to come to London, where ſhe had re- 
mained ever ſince, but ſhould now leave it 
in a few days, and rejoin her family; yet 
that before ſhe quitted town, ſhe hoped to 
fee me as frequently as poſſible, as ſhe 


really felt an attachment for me, which 


the ſhould be unhappy if Idid not return. 
I made every acknowledgement forthis 
condeſcenſion, and ſaid 1 could ſcarcely 
"regret the evils I had been expoſed to, 
ſince they had been the means of intro- 
Adueing mne to her. By this time "the 
coich'"ſtopped*in Cornhill; ny ſpirits 


. were ſo Hurtered, that without ane 


oo did, 1 | ſprapg our of che door the 
| | | I | inftant = 
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Laſtant it was ope d, and-running into. OY 
che parlour, threw-myſelf into the arms | *» : 
of d Mex. hs” Her: aſtoniſhinene at 


* 


Vas mr to peak for a * 

the whole . was ſoon „ 

Lad Harringron, who terrified at the * | 
#4 _ agitation. I was in, had followed me, | 5 


contrary to her firſt intention; I know 
not a eee o friend ſelt moſt 7 
Joy at my eſcape, or a 


the lady who: Ada 46 
ve 8 and ĩt was a quarterof * 
nan hour before any of us were tolerably . 


| fined nth «ſence, dere e 


rapidly, that by the next n Lwas >: 
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thought i in extreme danger. In "TY 
fntuation 1 remained ſeveral days, during 
Which 1 was attended with the tendereſt 
_ anxiety by Mrs. Elliſon and Lady Wil- 
loughby, to whom the diſpatched an 
account of my illneſs, and the event 
which had occaſioned. itz ſhe came to 
.. _ - town directly, Mrs. Granville indeed in- 
ſiſted upon her ſleeping in Portland - Place, 
but ſne ſpent the whole or greateſt part 
of every day at Mrs. Elliſon's. Lady 
: We alſo Pied "ne or called, 


*by 1 ah: attention of ſuch lende windy, 
When my fever came to a criſis, Which 
was on the fourth day, my recovery was 


as fudden as my inlneſs had been violent; 
Four ſecond letter arrived juſt as 1' was 
beginning to grow better. Lady Wil- 
Joughby kindly undertook to anſwer it, 
and promiſed to write to you every pot, _ 
9 till could veſume the pen; that I thank 
1 Heaven, Lan am now enabled to 5 though - 
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